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Cathedral issues 
thousands of new 
‘membership cards’ 



THE Cathedral is to print 
thousands of membership 
cards, enough for every 
churchgoer in the Diocese, as 
part of a new plan to increase 
access and openness. 

The new card looks a little 
like store loyalty cards which 
millions of people now carry 
with them every day in their 
wallets. 




Christopher Lewis with one of 
the new membership cards for 
the Cathedral. 

photo Frank Blackwell 



The idea is make it easier for 
churchgoers to get into the 
Cathedral and foster a sense of 
‘belonging’. Christ Church has 
been criticised for its lack of 
openness in the past, a factor 
blamed in part on its unique 
location in a university college. 

In this issue, The Door pub- 
lishes a debate between the 
new Dean of Christ Church, 



x It is their Cathedral, 
people can come and 
go as they wish 7 



Christopher Lewis, and a 
parishioner, Gareth Miller. 

Mr Miller argues that the 
Diocese should consider mak- 
ing other churches the 
Cathedral. 

He says he feels ‘embar- 
rassed’ to own Christ Church as 
the Cathedral for the Diocese. 

Mr Lewis acknowledges the 
concerns and says that the new 
membership card is a step 
towards addressing them. 

‘We want people to have 
something to keep in their 
pocket or handbag or wherev- 
er to show that they belong 
here, that it is their Cathedral, 
that they can come and go as 
they wish. 



‘It is very important that 
there are two sides to a rela- 
tionship and we recognise that 
we have to make an effort 
here but we also hope that 
people in the Diocese will 
want to make the effort to 
come. It is two way traffic.’ 

Anyone wanting a card will 
be given a simple form to fill 
in and they will then get sent a 
membership card. People who 
are members of any church in 
the Diocese are invited to 
apply. The forms will be sent 
out to Churches in mid-May. 

Nicholas Coulton, sub-dean, 
said they were hoping thou- 
sands of people in the Diocese 
would take up the offer. 

When visiting the Cath- 
edral, members will then only 
need to show their cards at the 
custodians at the main gate of 
Christ Church to gain entry. At 
the moment people need to 
explain their presence and their 
reason for visiting the 
Cathedral, in order to escape 
paying the charge which is 
levied at tourists wanting to 
look around the college. 

A similar scheme is running 
in Canterbury, which also 
charges tourists to look round 
its precincts. 

For the debate on Christ 
Church ; see pages 10 & 11 
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News 



In brief 



Churches given advice to guard 
against ‘another Soham’ 



THE Churches’ Child 
Protection Advisory Service 
has recently conducted a sur- 
vey across all denominations. 
They found less than a third of 
churches interviewed were 
shown to have an established 
recruitment policy [3 1 %], 
while only slightly more 
[34 %] take up written refer- 
ences before appointing work- 
ers. Both were key recommen- 
dations of the government 
report, Safe from Harm , 
issued over 10 years ago 
detailing guidelines for safe- 
guarding children’s welfare. 
49% of Children’s or Youth 
Workers didn’t have a job 
description. Alarmingly 9% of 
churches had no selection 
process whatsoever and accept 
all that apply. The Director of 
CCPAS drew the parallel with 
the Soham case and said: ‘I 
cannot stress enough how 
important it is, that lessons 
from this case are learned and 



churches rigorously pursue 
strict recruitment procedures, 
checking identities, references 
and criminal records, in their 
efforts to protect children.’ 

In this diocese we have 
been conducting our own 
research, and the results are 
just coming in as I write. We 
shall put the report on the 
diocesan website when it is 
available. Meanwhile the 
results suggest that there is a 
mixed picture, with some 
parishes carrying out all the 
recommended steps, while 
others carry out only some of 
them or none. The next step 
is to help bring all parishes 
up to the level of the best in 
this respect. 

Although most people now 
know about the Criminal 
Records Bureau (CRB), it 
seems often overlooked that 
this is at best, a negative check 
that those coming forward do 
not have relevant convictions 



in their history. We also ask 
people to put in place a posi- 
tive recruitment process, with 
a job description, interview, 
taking up of references, induc- 
tion, training and support. We 
expect these in the secular 
world - we do not always get 
them, but they are recognized 
as good practice - so it should 
not be surprising that we 
expect the same in work for 
the church. I particularly want 
to draw attention to the 
importance of taking up and 
checking references. There is 
no difference between paid 
and voluntary positions for 
this purpose. We ask for these 
in the confidential Appoint- 
ment and Declaration Form 
which we ask everyone to 
complete before they apply for 
a CRB check, and which is 
printed on pages 25-8 of 
Better Safe than Sorry Part 1. 

One thing that made it pos- 
sible for Ian Huntley to get the 



job of caretaker at the school 
in Soham is that the head- 
teacher did not check the ref- 
erences that were given. While 
checking references will not by 
itself eliminate unsuitable can- 
didates, it will help ensure that 
we have checked the back- 
grounds of people who may 
be new and unknown, and 
reassure parents and others 
that we do take sensible 
precautions. 

Of course we do not want 
to deter people who do have 
minor or unrelated convic- 
tions from coming forward. 
When these are declared, or 
come to light through CRB 
disclosures, we operate a con- 
fidential risk assessment 
process, to advise the parish 
whether to proceed with the 
appointment or whether to put 
certain safeguards in place. 

Stephen Barber 

Child Protection Coordinator 
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Church organist still 
playing after 50 years 



BRIAN Tidy first sat at the 
organ of St James’ Church, 
Cowley in the same year 
Roger Bannister ran the four 
minute mile and the Bash 
Street Boys made their first 
appearance in The Beano. 
And despite the 50 year inter- 
val, he is there still every 
Sunday morning. He now 
lives in retirement in Didcot, 
after 43 years of working at 
the Oxford Medical School. 



The congregation at St James 
presented Brian, an opera 
fanatic, with some opera 
tokens to mark his 50th year 
of service. 

Do you know of anyone 
who has been serving their 
church in any capacity longer 
than Brian? Please let the Door 
know either by writing to us at 
Church House or emailing 
door@oxford.anglican.org 



Bishops and Archdeacons 

BISHOP OF OXFORD The Right Revd Richard Harries, 

Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford, 0X2 0NB 
Tel:01865 208200. Fax: 01865 790470. 

E-mail: bishopoxon@dch.oxford.anglican.org 

ARCHDEACONRY OF OXFORD 

Bishop of Dorchester The Right Revd Colin Fletcher, Arran House, 
Sandy Lane, Yarnton, Oxford 0X5 1PB Tel: 01865 375541. 

Fax: 01865 379890. E-mail: bishopdorchester@oxford.anglican.org 
Archdeacon The Venerable John Morrison, Christ Church, Oxford 
0X1 1DP Tel: 01865 204440. Fax 204465. 

E-mail: archdoxf@oxford.anglican.org 
ARCHDEACONRY OF BERKSHIRE 

Bishop of Reading designate (4 May), Revd Canon Stephen Cottrell, 
Bishop's House, Tidmarsh Lane, Tidmarsh, Reading RG8 8HA 
Tel: 01189 841216. Fax: 0118 984 1218. 

E-mail: bishopreading@oxford.anglican.org 

Archdeacon The Venerable Norman Russell, Foxglove House, 

Love Lane, Donnington, Newbury, Berks RG14 2JG Tel: 01635 
552820. Fax: 01635 522165. E-mail: archdber@oxford.anglican.org 
ARCHDEACONRY OF BUCKINGHAM 
Bishop of Buckingham The Rt Revd Alan Wilson, 

Sheridan, Grimms Hill, Great Missenden, Bucks HP16 9BD 
Tel: 01494 862173. Fax: 01494 890508. 

E-mail: bishopbucks@oxford.anglican.org 

Archdeacon The Venerable Sheila Watson, Bede House, Paul's Hill, 
Penn, High Weycombe, Bucks HP10 8NZTel 01494 814571. 

E-mail archdbuck@oxford.anglican.org 

PROVINCIAL EPISCOPAL VISITOR 

Bishop of EbbsfleetThe Right Revd Andrew Burnham, Bishops House, Dry 
Sandford, Abingdon, 0X13 6JP Tel: 01865 390746 
E-mail: bishop.andrew@ebbsfleet.org.uk 



Parish editors’ 
conference 



Originally formed in 1999 at St 
Albans, the Association for 
Church Editors (ACE) is devel- 
oping a national network of 
self-help groups for editors and 
others involved in the produc- 
tion and publication of local 
church magazines and newslet- 
ters of whatever Christian 
denomination. The aim and 
objective is to foster the highest 
standards of editorial commu- 
nication between churches and 
their immediate communities. 
Membership is open to anyone 
concerned with the production 
of magazines and newsletters 
from the simplest to the most 
expensively produced. 

ACE strategy is to stage 
conferences one year and a 
Church Magazine Competition 
the next. 

The first of this year's con- 
ferences is at Gloucester on 
Saturday, 5 June and the other 
at Wakefield on Saturday 25 
September. 

The ACE Southern Conf- 
erence is in the Parliament 
Suite at Gloucester Cathedral. 



With the theme 'Church 
Magazines — Vital Local 
Outreach' the conference will 
stress the importance of pro- 
ducing good publications to win 
and hold local public attention 
in the face of intensive media 
competition. 

The organisers of the 
Gloucester Conference are:- 
Sydney Bryson; telephone : 
01564 772100; e-mail: 

s.bryson@ac-editors.co.uk, and 
Lesley Barrett; telephone: 
01452 521062; e-mail: l.bar- 
rett@ac-editors.co.uk. 

Full details are available via 
www.ac-editors.co.uk and from 
ACE Conference do Bernard 
Stradling, "Beechcroft", Kenelm 
Drive, Cheltenham, GL53 OJR; 
telephone: 01242 516167; e- 
mail: bstradling@lineone.net. 

The ACE Northern Conf- 
erence is to be held at St 
Catherine's, Sandal near 
Wakefield. Contact Bill Jones, 
telephone 01924 495303; 
email bjones6266@aol,com 
for details. 



Thanksgiving service in 
Milton Keynes 



ALL are warmly welcome to 
a short service of thanksgiv- 
ing, tributes and prayer as 
Sue James retires at the end 
of May as Christian Aid co- 
ordinator for Milton Keynes, 
Herts and Beds. There will 
be an opportunity to meet 
the new Christian Aid team 
who are taking her work 



forward. The service will be 
held at Christ the 
Cornerstone, central MK at 
6pm on Thursday 27 May. 4 
will last 40 minutes. Those 
wishing to contribute to a 
present for Sue should con- 
tact Alison Pearce on 
01908 321238 (home) or 
856116 (work). 



Sight impaired people can now get a free audio version of The 
DOOR by contacting Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 



Christ Church Oxford 

Christ Church Cathedral 

Requires 

A Part Time Verger 

S/He will be involved in the day-to-day activities of the 
cathedral, as well as being in attendance at 
some services. 

Might suit someone who has recently taken 
early retirement. 

The hours will be a maximum of 72 in any 4 weekly 
period (averaging 18 per week). 

Salary is £7000 per annum. 

Apply to: 

The Cathedral Registrar 
Christ Church 
Oxford 0X1 1 DP. 

Telephone: 01865 276155 
Email: sacristy@chch.ox.ac.uk 

Closing date: Monday 3rd May 2004 
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Baptising babies and welcoming parents 

In the first of a two part series looking at baptism and confirmation, we explore the decline in numbers of babies and children coming forward for baptism 
and ask: are we doing enough to welcome the new generation? Below, Revd Anne Kiggell calls for a more flexible approach to baptism. 



IN times of high infant mortality, all babies were 
baptised soon after birth as a ‘safeguard’ intend- 
ed to ensure they went to heaven. Nowadays, 
however; baptism or christening has become for 
many parents just another choice amongst a baf- 
fling array of other choices. And sadly, it is one 
made by an ever decreasing number of couples. 

National Church of England figures show 
that the number of baptisms in the UK is in 
sharp decline. While the figure for the number 
of baptisms carried out each year - infant, child 
and adult - is not as low as that of confirma- 
tions, the trend is obvious. 

In the Oxford diocese only a fifth of new 
babies are baptised - slightly higher than the 
national average but lower than other areas of 
the country like Carlisle, Hereford and 
Lincoln. In London, fewer than one in ten 
infants is baptised. 

Many parents are now opting for the civil 
equivalent of a registry office wedding - a nam- 
ing ceremony. Baby magazines tout this option 
as a chance for the couple to plan a much more 
informal service with a ‘party’ feel which cen- 
tres on their baby. In these magazines, tradi- 
tional baptism is often portrayed as a stiff, for- 
mal service which does little to celebrate the 
new life of the child and is carried out as part 



of the traditional Sunday service. 

This view ignores what is really going on in 
our churches up and down the country. Many 
churches are offering tailor made services for 
baptisms, often on Sunday afternoons, for 
those who don’t attend church every Sunday 
(see Anne Kiggell’s piece below). And for those 
who opt for the baptism as part of the morning 
service, it becomes the central focus of the 
entire service. For baptism, after all, is about 



'I have never met parents who did 
not take the vows seriously in one 
way or another' 



welcoming the child into the Church and 
affirming that God loves the child. Parents and 
godparents make promises on behalf of the 
baby that they hope he or she will one day 
make for himself or herself. 

But for those not comfortable with making 
promises on behalf of the baby, the Church also 
offers an alternative in the shape of the new 
thanksgiving service for the gift of a child. This 
service is for parents who want a ceremony that 
allows them to give thanks to God for the gift 



Feeling at home with baptism 



By Anne Kiggell 

ACTIVE members of a congregation will happily 
bring their child to be welcomed by that congre- 
gation; and baptism during a Eucharist will have 
real meaning for them, and for many of their 
friends. But young parents in urban surround- 
ings, who may feel no links with a church, are 
unlikely to seek out such an unfamiliar or even 
threatening place, for their baby to undergo 
something they barely understand, during an 
otherwise baffling ceremony. 

However they may have family links else- 
where: the grandparents may have a church; and 
it may well be a village one. They will have much 
in common with young families who live in rural 
villages like my own. They are far more likely to 
have a traditional, folk-religion respect for a 
christening as a family event, if not as a rite of 
passage. For any parish priest, this is at least a 
start. But what can we offer them? 

As an curate in a three-parish rural benefice, I 

V I also offer the family the chance to 
create a personalised Order of Service 7 

was part of a small and over-stretched team: the 
only resident ordained minister. This meant an 
overall reduction in services; and in my particu- 
lar* village, with a congregation wedded to a 
monthly Book of Common Prayer Matins and 
Evensong, with two early said Communions, 
there was no service particularly appropriate for 
incorporating a baptism into congregational 
worship. In any case, in a dramatic change from 
recent years, there were nine baptisms in seven 
months, three of th^m village ‘grandchildren’. To 
offer traditional, individual christenings was at 
first simple expediency (and ignorance of how 
many there would be!), but it has had some sur- 
prising and thought-provoking pastoral results. 

I always made, it clear that this is not just a pri- 
vate family occasion; churchwardens and mem- 
bers of the congregation can and do come to the 
services. And I stress the importance of inviting 
as many neighbours as possible, not just distant 
relations. The result is that village people who 
have never been in church before (and would be 
unlikely to brave a Parish Eucharist) do come, 



and experience half-an-hour of friendly welcome, 
simple activity, explained informally as we go, 
and above all the assurance that their presence 
matters: it is valued by the family and it is valued 
by God. It has been an eye-opener to hear again 
and again afterwards, in surprised voices, ‘Well, 
that was very nice - we really felt at home.’ We 
must ask, what were they expecting? What 
apprehension surrounds the idea of church? 

I also offer the family the chance to create a 
personalised Order of Service. The text is canon- 
ical and undeviating, but they may insert the 
child’s names, the godparents, the readers and 
readings, and of course the hymns. They person- 
alise the cover - usually with a photograph of the 
baby, but increasingly with bows, lace, beads, 
rosebuds, pink and blue tints. They get quite 
caught up in it, and by constant work on the text, 
they are very familiar with it on the day; they 
know it truly belongs to and refers to them. 

I have come to believe that, at least in rural set- 
tings, where people know where their church is, 
and - with luck - who their vicar is, and have a 
long tradition of family rites of passage, this 
more flexible approach to baptism has much to 
recommend it. There are strong arguments for a 
Eucharistic setting for those who are at that spir- 
itual stage. But I also think of the practice of the 
early Church, where the Eucharist was some- 
thing you were quite lengthily educated for; and 
where baptism itself was the sign of God’s wel- 
coming and forgiving love. That makes a lot of 
sense from where I minister, as does the knowl- 
edge that the Church has been seen in our village 
as being welcoming and accepting, and as meet- 
ing people where they are. Please God, they will 
turn back to it, as they might not if they had been 
either rejected or intimidated. We must build on 
that hope, for the parents and the children. 

As a first step, each family is given an inscribed 
copy of the Lion First Bible after the service, as a 
present from the Church. They are always sur- 
prised and delighted: and the book is perfectly 
suited to reading by young parents, as well as to 
and by children. I build a lot on its long-term 
presence in their home, and hope that we shall 
not fail them in the years ahead. Anne Kiggell is 
Curate at St Clement's , Ashampstead, in the benefice 
of Basildon with Aldworth and Ashampstead. 




of the child,, but defers full baptism. 

One new mother, Joanna, has chosen this 
route for her baby daughter. Only an occasion- 
al churchgoer, she still wanted a religious cere- 
mony to celebrate the new life of her daughter. 
Her local vicar has agreed to come to her house 
to carry out a thanksgiving service in front of 
family and friends. ‘This is perfect for us. We 
wanted to thank God for our healthy daughter 
but didn’t feel comfortable doing it in the nor- 
mal Sunday service,’ she said. 

Where parents want a full baptism, but 
do not attend church, the priest can offer 
preparation classes as he or she may 
before marriage. This is to help parents 
understand the vows they are about to 
in front of friends, family and God. A priest 
cannot refuse to carry out a baptism of a 
child because the parents aren’t mar- 
ried, though there are some who may 
pass the parents on to another priest 
or parish. 

Revd Richard Thomas, head of 
communications for the Diocese, 
said that in all his years of 
ministry, ‘I have never met parents 
who did not take the vows seriously 
in one way or another’. 



He said the Church should seize all oppor- 
tunities to build relationships with parents 
and children. 

‘It is up to the Church to follow up those 
children and to encourage them to fulfil their 
baptism vows by coming forward for confir- 
mation,’ he said. 




58-2004 

CBF Church of England Deposit Fund was 
over forty-five years ago and now looks after 
of England charitable trust deposit 
is still going strong! (31.1 .04) 



Of interest... to Parochial Treasurers 




CCLA. 



CCLA INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT LTD 
The CBF Church of England Deposit Fund 

T: 020 7489 601 0 www.ccla.co.uk 



CCLA Investment Management Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority under the Financial 
Services and Markets Act 2000 (FSMA). Deposits taken by the CBF Church of England Deposit Fund are exempted from 
the FSMA under the Financial Services and Markets Act (Exemption) Order 2001 . Rjrticipation in the Fund is restricted to 
any charitable trust with objects connected with the work of the Church of England. 

Fast performance is no guarantee of future returns. The daily deposit rale will fluctuate. The CBF cannot give guarantees 
regarding repayment of deposits but undertakes to exercise reasonable care in the placing of deposits. 
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People & places 






This is your life hit in Banbury 



ALMOST 200 Christians from churches around 
Banbury joined together on Palm Sunday (4th 
April) to take part in 'Jesus: This is Your Life'. 

This celebration of the impact of Jesus and 
his teaching down the centuries featured stories 
from a range of historical personalities, and 
culminated in the testimonies of three present 
day Banbury Christians - Nigel Deakin 
(Methodist), Rosemary Shadbolt (URC), John 
Punter (Anglican). Historical figures featured 
were: Peter, Mary Magdalene, a Roman 



Soldier, Barnabas, Paul, Lydia, Julian of 
Norwich, Martin Luther, Thomas Cranmer, 
Philip Doddridge, John Wesley, Elizabeth Fry, 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Martin Luther King, & 
Mother Teresa. 

The scripts were written by members of the 
St Mary's Anglican and URC congregations 
and the Marlborough Road Methodist congre- 
gation. The event was directed by Marilyn 
Fairbairn. 

Peter Chapman 



The Home of Devenish 

Registered Charity No. 202400 
Weymouth, Dorset 



The Charity has 23 
Bungalows and 2 Flats on 
three carefully maintained 
estates situated between 
Weymouth Town Centre and 
Portland Harbour. 



Council Tax is also paid by the charity. They are not warden controlled. 



Each property has two 
bedrooms, is unfurnished, 
occupied rent free and is 
centrally heated, decorated 
and maintained free of charge 



to the tenant. 



Widows of Clergymen of the 
Church of England or 
Widows of Officers of the 
Armed Services (excluding 
Territorial Army and Royal 
Naval Volunteer Reserve) 
will qualify for residence 
providing their financial 
circumstances justify this 
and they are members of 
the Church of England. 



If you are finding it difficult to cope financially in your present home, 
please write or telephone for a brochure and application form to: 

Mr J.A. Luthwaite, The Home of Devenish, 

The Granary, Ford’s Barn, East Chaldon, 
Dorchester, Dorset DT2 8DN 

Telephone: 01305 853784 



Registered Charity No. 202400 



THE DOOR : MAY 2004 



Missing ordinands traced! 



TEN years ago, the first women 
were ordained priest in the 
Oxford Diocese. In tribute to 
these first 66 women, last 
month we reprinted the original 
photo of the women and asked 
Revd Theresa Scott, the 
Bishop’s Adviser on Women in 
Ordained Ministry, to track 
down as many of the 66 as she 
could find. Since last month, we 
have heard from many of those 
Theresa didn’t manage to track 
down. Here is an update: 

Ann Mackenzie is currently 
in Swindon as a priest in 
charge; Hilary Platts, now serv- 
ing as a hospital chaplain in the 
Birmingham diocese; Joan 
Hicks, priest in charge Beech 
Hill, Grazeley and Spencers 
Wood in the Reading Deanery; 
Sandy Hayter (now Railton) 
Team Vicar in the Salisbury 
Diocese; Annette Nixon (not 
Dixon as she was mistakenly 



SONGS of Praise is coming to 
Blenheim this summer, to 
record an outdoor service on 
1 August. The service will be 
broadcast on the BBC in 
September. The service coin- 



called in the April Door) retired 
to Liverpool Diocese; Joy 
Porter, left the Diocese to work 
for Mission to Seamen in Hong 
Kong; Alison Duff joined the 
Dover Diocese; Jean Wilby, 
now part time NSM at 
Godlington near Cheltenham; 
Angela Butler, now working in 
retirement in the Wheatley 
team; Stella Fairbairn, NSM in 
Banbury; Jean Page, assistand 
priest in the Benefice of 
Wantage Downs (not retired as 
printed last edition); Pat 
Thomas, PTO in Portsmouth 
Diocese and working as a 
counsellor; Pauline Hardy, 
Buckingham, Anne Ballard, 
incumbent in the Diocese of 
Swansea and Brecon, Gill 
Sumner, adviser for NSM and 
this year acting archdeacon 
for Ludlow, diocese of 
Hereford (not retired as previ- 
ously stated.) 



cides with the 300th anniver- 
sary of the Battle of Blenheim 
and there will be a variety of 
events at the Palace this sum- 
mer. More details in the next 
issue of The Door. 



Canon Arthur Dodds 

A man of adventurous spirit 
and great faith, Canon 
Arthur Dodds was the 
founder of the Harnhili 
Centre for Christian Healing, 
near Cirencester. The centre 
was his vision, and came to 
fruition in 1986. Today more 
than 8,000 people a year 
come to receive the healing 
touch of Jesus. He died in 
January 2004 and will be 
sadly missed. 

Canon Robin Baker 

Robin ministered in Milton 
Keynes for 14 years from 
1972 in the early days both of 
this new City and of the 
Ecumenical Movement 
He was then appointed to 
another pioneering task as 
Curate-in-Charge of a City 
Centre Church without a 
building or a congregation. 
Sadly Robin's plans for the 
construction of an ecumenical 
City Centre church building 
proved too expensive to get 
approval and with real disap- 
pointment Robin moved on in 
1986 to five years service as 
Team Rector of Banbury. In 
the outside wall of the 
Cornerstone Church are writ- 
ten the words 'Christ the 
Cornerstone' and 'We the 
Living Stones.' We can give 
thanks that it was Robin 
Baker who led so many to 
become 'living stones' in the 
Body of Christ, the spiritual 
building which is God's 
Kingdom in Milton Keynes 
and in the wider world. 

Robin returned to Milton 
Keynes after retirement a few 
years ago and was invitee! to 
write a history of the ecu- 
menical movement in Milton 
Keynes. The book was almost 
ready for publication when his 
final illness overtook him and 
he died earlier this year. 
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Display stands now available 



NEWS stands to display copies of The Door in 
churches and schools are now available from 
Church House. 

The stand holds around 50 copies of the paper. 
Each stand is done in orange and white and is 
intended to ensure visitors and regular church- 
V goers don’t forget to pick up their copy of 
^ The Door. Each stand cost £17 and we are 
asking for donations towards that. 

To order, please call Penny Stephens on 
01865 208225 or email penny.stephens@ 
oxford.anglican.org 




Songs of Praise at Blenheim 



Spanish Risotto 



by our cookery writer Ann Way 

After church on Sunday morning we usually have family to lunch. Chicken is a great favourite 
and there is often quite a bit left over, so this is often a Monday meal made with the leftovers. 
Do try it. 

Ingredients 

1 oz butter 

2 tablespoons of olive oil 

2 glasses of red or white wine (preferably white) 

2 pints of chicken stock 
6 oz cooked chicken, chopped 
4 oz chopped ham 

4 oz chopped mushrooms (washed and dried first) 

2 oz prawns 

4 oz peas (cooked or frozen) 

1 red pepper (deseeded and chopped) 

12 oz of risotto rice 
1 teaspoon of mixed, dried herbs 
Pepper and salt 
Grated parmesan cheese 
1 large onion finely chopped 

Method 

Take a large fairly deep frying pan and pour in the oil. Heat until hot. Add the chopped 
onions and fry for about half a minute until translucent. Then put in the rice and the mush- 
rooms and cook for a minute or two more until the rice has also gone translucent. Pour in the 
wine and cook until it has almost evaporated. Pour in half the stock and the chopped peppers 
and a little pepper and salt. Cook uncovered until the rice is dry but not sticking. Add the 
remaining stock, chicken, chopped ham, peas and prawns and cook for a few more minutes, 
until the rice is tender and has absorbed most of the moisture (it should be a creamy consisten- 
cy). Add the butter and herbs, stirring it well and if you like, transfer it to a suitable dish to 
serve at the fable. Sprinkle the Parmesan cheese over the top and accompany the risotto with 
some nice crusty bread and salad. It is delicious! 
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God in the Life of. 

Anne Kelaart 



m m 



ALTHOUGH she was born into a farming family, Anne Kelaart did not expect to 
farm. Yet now, aged 59, she farms more than 1800 acres of beautiful South 
Oxfordshire countryside and speaks up for farmers and the rural community 
through her work with English Nature. Central to her life has, she says, been her 
faith. Stoutly Church of England, her faith helped her through the tragedy of her 
husband's illness and death. While tragedy drives some to question their faith, it 
drove Anne into an ever closer relationship with God. Anne has three daughters 
Hannah, Lucy and Thierry. Interview: Rebecca Paveley Photo: Frank Blackwell 




I WAS brought up in a 
Christian family, and Church 
was a central part of my life 
from a very young age. I grew 
up on a farm in South 
Moreton, near Didcot. 

My father was a farmer but 
because I had two older broth- 
ers I didn’t think I would ever 
end up farming. After school I 
went travelling around the 
world and returned just before 
my father died and I stayed 
with my mother for a time to 
help her. 

I married when I was 24 
and had three daughters. It 
was during my 30s, when I 
was particularly busy with 
three children, that I went 
through a period when I was 
questioning my faith more. 

I always question - I am not 
one of these people who feel 
they have a tremendous sense 
of certainty. Questioning is 
central to my faith and to who 
I am. But during this time 
there was a period when I 
went to church less frequently, 
though I never left the Church 
entirely or lost my faith. My 
husband was not a great 
church-goer though he was a 
very spiritual man. 

My husband killed himself 
12 years ago now. The period 
leading up to that, when my 
husband suffered from depres- 
sion, and after it, was obvi- 
ously immensely difficult but I 
found my faith was strength- 
ened by it. It was tremendous 
to have someone who I could 
simply pile stuff onto. There 
were nights when I thought 
that there was no way I would 
get to sleep but once I had 
prayed the troubles literally 
lifted from my shoulders and I 
slept. I think of that poem 
about being carried through 
difficult times and I have real- 



ly felt that has been true for 
me. (cf. Footprints) 

My faith was everything to 
me during those difficult 
times. What I went through 
also helped me see Christ in 
other people - I was given 
wonderful support from peo- 
ple around me in the commu- 
nity and my friends. 

Now I get my greatest ‘infu- 
sion’ of holiness, of certainty, 
from going to church at 
Ewelme. The church there i 
sone of those places that I feel 



is full of prayer because it is 
just so old, so many genera- 
tions of people have wor- 
shipped and prayed there. 
Going to listen to concerts 
also gives me that certainty, I 
feel renewed again afterwards. 

We have a service every day 
here in Nettlebed at 7.45am 
and I also go to that each 
morning. But I can’t imagine 
the questioning ever goes 
away, or ever will for me. I 
suppose I should envy those 
who do have that certainty but 
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Eco-column 



Sir David King, the Government’s own Chief 
Scientific Adviser, repeatedly says that climate 
change is at least as great a global threat as 
terrorism. 

Air transport’s radiative forcing does prob- 
ably three times more damage to the atmos- 
phere than carbon emissions according to the 
Royal Commission on Environmental 
Pollution. Laudably the government aims to 
reduce UK carbon emissions to 20% of 1990 
levels by 2010, and yet refuses to take steps to 
curb air travel, which on current trends is 
doubling every 15 years - airfreight faster 



than passenger traffic. Short-haul flights are 
the most damaging. 11% of the population 
make 50% of all flights. Airline research 
shows that 75% of cheap flights are made by 
those in A &: B income groups. 

They could afford the imposition of taxes on 
aviation fuel which would regulate the market. 
The principle is that the polluter pays. 

God entrusts the care of his good creation 
to those made in his image. The challenge to 
Christians claiming faith in him is to think 
more than twice before booking flights. Avoid 
short-haul flights. Is our time more precious 
than the future of our grandchildren? May 
we, at least for leisure, limit ourselves to one 
long-haul return flight a year ? 

Canon Christopher Hall 



This piece is based on a seminar on Air Transport at 
St John's Waterloo by Prof. Paul Ekins of the Royal 
Commission on Environmental Pollution, Professor of 
Sustainable Development, University of Westminster 
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it is just not who I am. 

Being so close to nature, to 
creation, from farming and 
from living here and seeing the 
beautiful sunsets, the birds, 
the trees just ready to burst 
into life with the newness of 
Spring, I realise again the 
miracle of life. I find that 
Nature is a great reinforcer of 
my faith. 

I took over the farm because 
of various circumstances in 
my late 30s. It was there for 
me to do and I threw myself 
into it. I am a tremendous 
Martha and not so much of 
a Mary! We had to start from 
scratch and I had wonderful 
help but it was a completely 
new start and a challenge 
for me. 

My oldest daughter and her 
husband now farm the land 
with me. When I took it over 
in my late 30s, 22 years ago, 
we started with 800 acres, 



now we have 1800. There is a 
wonderful community of peo- 
ple around here. 

I’m very involved in farming 
and conservation, through my 
work with English Nature. 

'There were nights 
when I thought that 
there was no way I 
would get to sleep but 
once I had prayed the 
troubles literally lifted 
from my shoulders and 
I slept' 

Farmers are very interested in 
conservation, and we try to 
bring them together with the 
environmentalists to discuss 
issues. Farmers make up 
Britain’s landscape and conser- 
vationists are aware of that. 
There was a time when farm- 



ers and conservationists would 
just hiss at each other but that 
has changed and people are 
now working together, which 
is much more positive. 

The Church is hugely 
important in farming commu- 
nities. During foot and mouth, 
for example, the noon bell 
rang every day, the Church 
and in particular the rural 
chaplain in the Diocese, Glyn 
Evans, were amazingly sup- 
portive. The Church helps peo- 
ple connect and that is what I 
want to do through my new 
role as High Sheriff of 
Oxfordshire. I want more peo- 
ple to be aware of what is hap- 
pening in the countryside, to 
feel more connected with it 
and to understand it better. 

The Church is still in many 
ways at the centre of things for 
the rural community and I 
hope my year in office will 
serve to emphasize that. 



FIRST DAY COVERS and 
PRESENTATION PACKS 

Free competitive price list 
available now 
Jonathan Gilbert, 
FREEPOST ANG 7133, 
Bedford MK42 OYA 

[ 01234)325531 



Christian and Unattached? 
Join The Network 

A national association catering for the needs of those who are divorced, 
widowed or single. 

Weekends and Holidays, Social events 
Personal Introductions 

Contact David or Gill, PO Box 20 (CP). Braunton, Devon. EX33 2YX (01271) 817093 
www.singleandchristian.co.uk 



MIDWINTER 

TABLEWARE 

Popular patterns 
available for 
replacements/additions 
V/e also buy 
Call: 

020 8888 4725 



ORGANIST/CHOIRMASTER 

needed for small but enthusiastic choir at St Giles' Church, Stoke 
Poges, Bucks. Sunday services at 9.00am (Common Worship 
Morning Prayer/Communion) and 6.30pm BCP Evensong - except 
first Sundays and festivals when Family Communion at 10.30am. 
Regularly maintained two-manual organ by Rutt & Co. of London. 
Committed Christian and Team Player required. RSCM rates. 
For further details please contact Revd Harry Latham on 
01753 642261 or email: harryandtracy@isaiah61.freeserve.co.uk 



ORGANIST 

Committed Christian and MA, FRCO 

is available to deputise in Oxfordshire, 
at short notice, including weddings and 
funerals. Wide experience : reasonable fee 

Tel: Woodstock (01993) 813933 




COTSWOLD 

Wildlife Park 

- and Gardens - 

From ANTS to RHINOS in 
160 Acres of Parkland 
PLUS: 



★ ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND 
★ CHILDREN’S FARMYARD 
★ CAFETERIA ★ INDOOR EXHIBITS 



OPEN EVERY DAY from 10am except 25th Dec 



Burford, Oxon OX18 4JW 
Tel: (01993) 823006 

Open daily from 10am. Mid- way between 
Oxford & Cheltenham 
www.cotswoldwildlifepark.co.uk 
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HOLIDAY BUNGALOW 
Near LISKEARD 

Sleeps 4 (One double, one 
twin). Well equipped and 
furnished. Very quiet location. 
Close to many attractions 
including the Eden Project. 
Wet weather insurance available 
Further details and rates from : 
E-mail: andykent@lineone.net 
Website: www.streamside.biz 

Teb Freephone 0800 458 3886 



MARBELLA 

PUERTO BANUS 

Two bedroom, two 
bathroom apt. A/C. TV. 
Communal pools, snack bar. 
Sea and mountain views. 
Tennis and golf nearby. 

Beach five minutes. 

For brochure / information: 

Tel/Fax: 01494 726953 

Email: red.ncale@btintemet.com 



BARBADOS 

ST. JAMES 

Luxury beach front 
cottages, villas, studio. 

020 8232 8128 

Web: www.barbados 
privatevillas.com 



South West 

Cornwall 

Rinsey 

Warm, comfortable & 
peaceful. Secluded 
converted chapel, close 
to coastal path. Short 
breaks, all mod cons. 
Sleeps 2-4. 

For information please 
call 01736 763788 

or visit: 

www.rinseygreen.co.uk 



Costa Blanca 

Semi detached Family Villa 
in off road location 

Nr Torrevieja, Alicante 

close by Villa Martin Golf Course. 

Sleeps 6, 3 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, 3 terraces. Right next to 
2 pools. Central heating, Cable TV. 

From £260 - £490 p/w 
Villo for sole - Sept 2004 
Enquiries tel: 01 189 476664 

Tel: 01189 476664 



Cyprus - Paphos 

2 Double Bedroom 
Town House. Quiet 
Location. Between 
Town and Harbour. 
Long/Short lets. 

Car hire available. 
Tel 01749 344978 



CHURCH STRETTON 

Cosy cottages. 

3 & 4 star ETB Graded. 
Wheelchair Access M2. 

Linen provided. Dogs 
welcome. Short breaks. 
Brochure. 

Tel: 01694 722869 

www.botvylefarm.co.uk 



DEVON 

FARM COTTAGES 

3 miles beautiful North Coast, 
2 miles Exmoor, sleep 2-6. 
Heated Indoor Pool. 
Games Barn. Peace and quiet 
in secluded 34 acres. 
Short breaks available. 

Tel: 01271 882376 

www. northcotemanorfarm.co.uk 



Lanzarote 

Playa Blanca 

Affordable family villa 
All dates available 

Tel: 01454 260619 

www.wolstenhomes.co.uk 



PILGRIMAGES 

and TOURS 



for GROUPS 



-thePM"™ 
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Jordan • theB,bUca ' 

Turkey -*• seven Churc ^ 

Egypt - 



Rome, Holy Land 
Lourdes & Knock 



GREENCASTLE 

PILGRIMAGE TOURS 

Portfield House, Daws Rd, 

Hereford HR1 2JJ 

Tel: 0800 358 0202 

info@pilgrimagetours.co.uk 
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- “lie Jewel ie tie Crowe” 



The island of Lanzarote is less 
than four hours from the UK. It is 
situated 70 miles off the West 
Coast of Africa and is known as 
the “Jewel in the Crown of the 
Atlantic Ocean”. 

It is 37 miles long and 12 miles 
wide and has temperatures 
ranging from 21 degrees C (70F) 
in January to 29 degrees C (84F) 
in August, the annual rainfall is 
about 5.5 inches making this the 
perfect year round destination. 

As with the other Canary Islands, 
Lanzarote is Volcanic in origin 
and has fantastic landscapes, the 



MERGANSER CRUISES | 

Come cruising with us 
on our converted 
8-passenger barge MERGANSER in France 
in 2004. 

A REAL TREAT! Very relaxing, wonderful 
food, and interesting conducted tours. 
Single travellers always welcome and no 
supplements. Special rates available for 
parties of 5 or over. MERGANSER, DEPT CE, 
31 Wellington St, Hertford SG14 3AN. 

Tel: 01992 550616 

Email: ukwh@bargedirect.com 



mountain ranges are dramatic as 
are the white beaches of 
Papagayo and Playa Blanca. 
Playa Blanca is at the Southern 
most part of the Island and was 
once a small fishing village with 
natural harbour. It has now 
developed into a beautiful resort 
which has retained its original 
charm and sleepy atmosphere. 
The promenade meanders along 
by the edge of the sea for several 
miles, passing beautiful blue flag 
beaches as well as rocky shores. 
From the harbour sails a ferry to 
the Island of Fuerteventura which 
is well worth a trip. 

The village of Playa Blanca has a 
fine selection of bistro’s and 
restaurants catering for all tastes. 
The prices are reasonable and 
the quality excellent. 

Playa Blanca is not the place if 
you want a riotous time, but is 
ideal for families and those who 
want to enjoy the scenery, the 
bathing, the walking and 



PEMBROKESHIRE 

Keeston Hall Cottages 

Situated on the West of Coastal Path 
Beautiful beaches, wonderful walks, fishing, golf. 

Pool & Sauna Pets Welcome 
Early Summer Specials 
Tel: 01437 710177 

Email: keesthall@aol.com www.keestonhall.co.uk WTB *** 



relaxing generally. 

Bill Wolstenholme and family are 
a small concern offering good 
quality, privately owned affordable 
family villas on a quiet and 
peaceful residential park close to 
Playa Blanca. Their aim is to 
provide tasteful accommodation 
as a base for your holiday on the 
wonderful island of Lanzarote. 
Many clients return time and 
again to enjoy this soothing and 
safe location. It is also ideal for 
those who have retired and wish 
to spend the Winter months in 
the sun, whilst being able to 
accommodate invited guests who 
may wish to join them for a while. 

If you would like more 
information, have a chat with Bill 
Wolstenholme on 01 &4 260619. 
He will be delighted to answer 
your questions and provide 
further details on flights, car hire, 
local sights of interest to visit, 
and special places to eat. 



Somerset Cottage 

Bed & Breakfast near 
Cheddar. Area of natural 
beauty. Fresh en-suites. 
Bristol airport 10 mins. 
Parking + transport tba. 
Bob & Anne Loveridge 

Tel: 01934 843252 



SHERBORNE 

Short breaks in Dorset 



Elegant, spacious, 2 bed. 
Apartment in listed building 
close to Abbey Church. 
Open all year. 

Please ring for brochure: 

01404 841367 



GATWICK - 8 mins. 

Family run B&B - AA ♦♦♦♦ 
Transport & Parking by arrangement 

Brochure: Brian & Liz Pedlow 
Tel: 01293 546222 Fax: 01293 518712 

Email: info@aprilcottageguesthouse.co.uk 
www.aprilcottageguesthouse.co.uk 

NON SMOKING 



CORNWALL 

Large Country House Hotel. 

Fine restaurant, resident pianists, leisure spa. 
Many bargain breaks. Central for Touring. 

Penventon Park Hotel 

Tel: Redruth 01209 203000 

Email: manager@penventon.com www.penventon.com 



South Wales 

Crickhowell 

Self-catering, traditional 
Lodge Cottage, beautiful 
countryside, lovely walks 
from front door, woods, hills, 
river & canal. Sleeps 5. 

40 mins from Severn Bridge. 

Tel: 01179 572320 



SOMERSET 

Characterful detached 
house to let in 

MINEHEAD 

Overlooking town & moors, 
close to beach and shops. 
Sleeps 5. £150 - £300 pw, 
May-Oct (No smokers or pets) 

Tel 01488 681463 (eves) 



KINGFORD HOUSE HOTEL 

Lynton 

♦♦♦♦ E.T.C. 

A warm and traditional welcome awaits you at our family run 
hotel, where you can enjoy excellent home cooked cuisine. 
Fabulously situated for touring Exmoor. Enjoy a Short or long 
term stay. Rooms available for permanent retired residents 
Telephone Tricia Morgan for Brochure and Tariff. 

01598 752361 



Peace in rural France 

Our Loire Valley tranquil riverside house 
in a charming village near Saumur is 
simply furnished, but comfortable. You 
can fish from the garden and good food, 
swimming, bike rides, tennis etc are close at hand. It is available 
from May to October and sleeps six plus; from £250 per week 
but reductions are possible especially for those in ministry. 
Telephone: 01993 813569 evenings or 0976 438336 day. 




FIR TREE COTTAGE 

is a 300 yr old cottage with cosy 
bedrooms, private bathroom, colour 
TV, hostess tray in all rooms. 
Literally on the border of the North 
York Moors National Park. Beach 
hut available for guests. Pets 
welcome. No smoking. 

For further details contact 
Sue Tingle on: 01947 811544 
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BEST VALUE 
TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Arranged For Church Magazine Readers 

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

From only £89.95 per couple in Europe 
From only £129.95 per couple Worldwide 

NEW! Family Travel Insurance 



1 Week Europe from only £27.95 per family 

2 Weeks Europe from only £32.95 per family 
Family Cover - 2 adults with up to 5 children under 19 yrs of age 
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Insurance up to 80 years of age. 
Call For Details 

0116 272 0500 

Real People... not machines!! 
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SWITCH 



Gatwick 3 mins 

Friendly, quiet B&B 
in garden setting 

Close to shops and restaurants. 
All rooms colour TV with tea/coffee 
facilities. Full English or 
Continental breakfast included. 
Secure holiday parking available. 
Courtesy transport by arrangement. 

Easy access from M25 - M23 
Tel & Fax: 01293 783363 



FLORIDA 

Orlando 

4 bed, 3 bath, air-conditioned, 
privately owned villa. Sleeps 
8/1 0, own pool, minutes from 
Disney, Universal Studios. 

Full details / brochure 
Guy & Helen Hurrell 

Tel: 01 865 326776 



SNOWDONIA 

NEAR ABERDOVEY 

Stunning views of estuary, sea 
& mountains. Comfortable well- 
equipped two bednoomed chalet 
sleeps 4. Shower; bath, 2 wc's. 
Quiet site with heated pool, shop 
& clubhouse. £1 10 - £290 weekly 
Mrs 1 Cretchley - 01494 71 1959 
email: irene@cretchley.fsnet.co.uk 




WdWe&S 

Torbay’s historic fishing port 

Fully equipped Self-Catering 
Apartments. Magnificent 
Marina & Sea Views. Harbour, 
Coastal & Country Walks. 
Private parking. 

Tel: 01803 857361 






Beautiful 
Cotswold Village 

Burford area 

Small flat. £25 nightly 
for 2 people. For further 
details or brochure, 
please call: 

. 01367 860312 . 




Pembrokeshire Coast 
National Park - 
Saundersfoot 

(TO MS? #6 MG Hearty 
Breakfast (6opp. tn-suite rooms, mo 
mith m views, children welcome. 

250 mtrs to beach, harbour h village, 
lovelij coastal walb. (lose to cgcle route. 

Tel: 01834813231 






ST IVES 

Cornish cottage 

Two bedrooms, sleeps 4. 
Lounge, kitchen, shower, 
toilet TV and video. 
Beaches, shops 2 minutes. 
Pets welcome. 

Tel: 01736 796188 




DARSHAM EAST 

SUFFOLK 

Holiday flat + B&B. 
Sleeps 4, quiet village. 
Electricity and linen 
supplied. Near coast 
and Minsmore. 

Tel: 01728 668562 






JERSEY 

Self-catering apartments 

Sea views, balcony. Great 
position, St Helier outskirts, 
10 min walk to town centre, 
across road from beach. 

Tel: 01534 720386 




BOURNEMOUTH 

West Cliff 

B&B in charming garden 
cottage. Nr sea. 
Peaceful, warm welcome. 

Non smoking. 

Sorry No Children or Pets. 
Parking available. 

Tel: 01202 762532 






ANDALUCIA 

Bird watcher's 

comfy apartment in 
Estepona, Southern Spain. 

Sleeps 2-4. Pool. 

Sea and mountain views. 

From £1 80.00 pw. 

Non smokers only please. 
Tel: 01934 843951 




isle of WM 

San down 

ETC944 Friendly Family Hotel 
Child reductions when sharing. 
Half board available by request. 
Ferry inclusive deals available. 

Tel: 01983 402551 






Wells / 
Glastonbury 






Self-catering short breaks & 
holidays. Our cottages are 
comfortable, warm, cosy and loved. 
See: www.pottingshedholidays.co.uk 
E-mail: infb@pottingshedholidays.co.uk 

Tel. 01749 672 857 




Parkway Guesthouse 
Family run, select & 
budget accommodation. 
Very reasonable rates. 

Tel: 003531 874 046fr 

Email: parkway@eircom.net 






SOUTH DEVON 

HOLIDAY FLAT 

Just yards from the sea and sandy 
beach. Level throughout. Suitable 
for persons with limited mobility. 
Close to harbour 8i boat trips. 
Regret no pets. 

Tel: 0117 937 3528 or 
0776 956 8798 




RIBBLE VALLEY 

- Clitheroe 

2 self-catering apartments 
in converted stable. 
Wonderful views. 
Sleeps 4-6. ETC ★★★★ 
Wheelchair friendly 
Tel: 01200 445370 

piiko@hi 3 her 3 iiis.co.uk 

www.hi 3 her 3 iiis.co.uk 






SOMERSET 

HELWELL BAY 
WATCH ET 
Caravans & chalets 
overlooking the sea. 
Special offers for senior citizens. 
Tel: 01984 631781 
www.helwellbay.co.uk 




ALGARVE 


Luxury 3 bed Villa (all en-suite) 
Sleeps 6/8, near Carvoeiro. 
Own pool, all mod cons. 
Situated on Pestana Golf Resort 
Golf, Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 


Tel: 02380 265683 






LLANDUDNO 

Shelbourne Hotel 

Open all year, taking bookings for 
all requests: i.e. short breaks. New 
ownership, newly refurbished & 
awaiting WTB new grading. Lift 
to all floors, ground floor rooms 
available, free parking for all. 
Major credit cards accepted. 
www.shelboumehotel.co.i1k 

Tel: 01492 879660 




BOURNEMOUTH 

Hengsitbury Head 

Rosaleda Guest House offers 
luxury, non-smoking accom. 
Usual facilities, inc. fridge. 
Near sandy beach. All you 
can eat, scrumptious breakfast. 
Free pick-up from station. 
B&B from £23pppn. 

Tel: 01202 417531 






CHURCH GRANGE 
GUEST HOUSE 




LYNTON 

Deughtful Quality Hotel 
AA 4 Diamonds. 
Spectacular sea views. 

en-suites, 4 posters. 
Licenced, non smoking. 

3 nights BBEM £99pp. 

Tel: 01598 752359 

www.alfordhouse.co.uk 


Bradley in the Moors, Alton 
Family & En-Suite Rooms 
All Rooms Include T.V., Light 
Refreshments, Tea & Coffee. 
Residents Lounge, Ample Car 
Park, Full English Breakfast. 

Tel: 01889 507525 

www.chgrange.co.uk 




Non-smoking family 
Hotel. Spectacular sea 
views. Walking distance 
of beach, castle and town 
centre. Free parking. 
From £2 1 pppn - en-suite. 

Tel: 01723 364901 




DORSET COAST 

Mobile home to let at Lulworth 
Cove (World Heritage Coast) 
Ideal for family holidays. 

2 bedrooms & double bed in 
lounge, fully equipped kitchen, 
modem shower. A perfect place 
for cliff walks or lazing on the 
beach. Dogs allowed. 

Tel: 01582 7652X9 
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Our part in today’s 
world: celebrating 
the creation story 



Church Schools ' 




Children from all eight church schools in JVlilton Keynes listen to Mark Griffith, children's worker 
from B letch ley St Mary. photo Frank Blackwell 



By Roy Davey 



‘In the beginning God created’ 
was the theme of this year’s 
annual service for Milton 
Keynes Church Schools. The 
present eight church schools 
were joined by two new 
church schools - Bow 
Brickhill Aided First School 
and the yet to be opened 
Christ the Sower, Ecumenical 
Combined School on the west- 



ern flank of the city. 

On a cold wet Tuesday, a 
fleet of coaches had brought 
the excited children from 
schools throughout the city 
boundaries to the impressive 
city centre Church of Christ 
the Cornerstone. Over six 
hundred children from the age 
of five to 12 formed the con- 
gregation together with head- 
teachers, staff, governors, 
helpers and parents from the 



ten schools. The schools were 
supported and joined at the 
service by their parish priests. 
The service was presided over 
by the Revd Dr Jeremy Hurst, 
Chairman of the Diocesan 
Board of Education. 

Celebrating the family of 
Church Schools 

In his welcome and introduc- 
tion to the children and adults, 
the Diocesan Director of 
Education Leslie Stephen said 
this service was a celebration 
of God working in Creation 
and that church schools were 
dedicated to the worship of 
God and spreading his mes- 
sage into the communities 
which the schools represented. 
This was an occasion to cele- 
brate the family of church 
schools in Milton Keynes. 

This year’s theme of 
Creation was narrated by 
Anne Hamilton, headteacher 
designate of Christ the Sower 
Ecumenical School. Each 
school took one part of God’s 
creation and through word 
and picture created the 
Creation story. Mark Griffith, 
Children's Worker from the 
parish of Bletchley St Mary, 
delighted children by his 



‘magic of fire’ and innovative 
approach, drawing the story 
together with the collage of 
schools’ art work and remind- 
ing children of their partner- 

x This was an occasion 
to celebrate the family 
of church schools in 
Milton Keynes' 

ship with God in Creation. 
Parish Priests and school 
chaplains then supported their 
schools in prayer centred upon 
their contribution to the 
Creation story. 

The final prayer was a 
sequence of interactive hand 
movements led by the chap- 



lain of Christ the Sower 
Ecumenical School, the Revd 
Pauline Barnes. Pauline invit- 
ed children to think of the 
preciousness of life in creation 
and their part in today’s 
world and the community 
which schools serve. Children 
lifted the roof with their 
hymns of praise. Music for 
the occasion was led from the 
piano by Mrs Noon of St 
Mary and St Giles School, 
Stony Stratford. 

Arrangements and the theme 
of the service were made by 
the ten schools’ headteachers, 
co-ordinated by Mr Morgan, 
St Mary and St Giles, Stony 
Stratford and Mrs Pawley, 
Cold Harbour School. 



Noisy and joyous 

This occasion was a celebra- 
tion of family and of the com- 
mitment of schools and 
parishes in Milton Keynes to 
the work of Parish and School 
being central to the mission of 
the Church. As children left 
the church they were greeted 
by their parish priests and vis- 
iting clergy. For one hour chil- 
dren from diocesan church 
schools in Milton Keynes had 
taken over Christ the 
Cornerstone and the middle of 
Milton Keynes city centre. 
This was an impressive, noisy 
and joyous witness to faith w 
during the Lenten season. 

Roy Davey is Schools Adviser for 
Bucks , Milton Keynes & Slough 




Youngsters show off their Creation story banner. 

Photo Frank Blackwell 



" You may not see me as unique, 
but I've never died before" 

THE OXFORDSHIRE BEFRIENDING NETWORK 

Volunteers visiting people with life threatening illness at home. 

The Oxfordshire Befriending Network welcomes sensitive, 
trustworthy and friendly volunteer befrienders to join this 
lively, rapidly developing local organisation. 

Excellent free training and support provided. 



The next course commences 11th May 2004 



Please contact Catherine Gundry, Regional Manager, on 01865 316200 
Or email: oxford@befriending.net 

COMMUNITY 

FUHD 

Lottery money making a difference 

Registered Charity No. 1086264 




Choices to make? Feeling stuck? 

I am a trained personal coach with a background 
in ministry training in Oxford Diocese, and offer 
a 4-session coaching programme that can help 
you discern your next step. 

Dr Anne Borrowdale 01865 432915 
email: anne@anneborrowdale.co.uk 
www.anneborrowdale.co.uk 



Make Money@Home 



Make your house work for you! 
If you are a qualified EFL teacher 
with a spare room, why not host 
and teach mature overseas students 
on short courses. Excellent rates. 
Call Lynn on: 08456 588 440 
or email: learn@intuitionlang.com 



COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by experienced and 
qualified practitioner. Spiritual direction also offered. 
Registered with BACP b UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 



cross. 



Pvb/i, 






your 



Church Family Retreat or 

New Year House Party 




at 



King’s Park Conference Centre 

Northampton 

Home of many Church Family Retreats and National Christian 
Conferences for the past 16 years. All-in conference hospitality 
for up to 104 guests in twin and family en-suite rooms. 
Professional, caring service and support. 

Other centres: Pioneer/Shropshire, The Ranch/Sncwdonia 




king’s park road 
northampton 
nn3 611 

t 01604 493111 
f. 01604 493559 
eJnfo@actloncentres.co.uk 

Quote KPAJ04 when calling 



www.actioncentres.co.uk 



Have you ever thought about a Christmas 
or New Year house party? 

Children accompanied by their parents are free 
in December 04 and January 05. 

Due to its location and facilities, King's Park with its innovative, modem designed features is prov- 
ing to be the ideal venue for House Parties, Family Church weekends and training events. King's 
Park is on the northern outskirts of Northamptonshire's county town and is near to some of 
England's loveliest open spaces, inland waterways, tranquil villages and historic churches. 

King's Park comfortably accommodates 10 to 104 guests residential ly in 48 twin and 2 family 
en-suite rooms and up to 175 guests for day conferences. The Centre is all on one level with a 
reception area that opens into a spacious and comfortable lounge with alcohol-free bar (which 
can be opened when required). Leading from the lounge, the main conference room seats 175 the- 
atre style, with a PA loop system, the second conference room seats 60, a third conference room 
is ideal for 25 whilst there are three smaller seminar rooms seating 20 guests in each. The pine- 
clad dining room seats 150 guests and provides freshly prepared menus to suit all tastes. 

We go out of our way to deliver a service that will impress you. Our experienced teams will help 
you to organise your event down to the finest details, making sure your event runs smoothly and 
hopefully, within your budget. 

Contact: Telephone: 01604 493111 or email kingspark@actioncentres.co.uk 
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Suffer the little children... 



I was saddened to 
read the latest fig- 
ures on the number 
of infants and chil- 
dren being baptised 
(page 3). My son’s 
baptism, eight 
months ago, was 
truly one of the 
happiest days I can 
remember. I had looked for- 
ward to it with the same joyful 
anticipation as I had my wed- 
ding day, and thanks to a won- 
derful ‘team’ of lay minister and 
churchwardens at our church 
(which is going through an 
interregnum) I was able to plan 
it in the same way. We chose the 
hymns and the readings - we 
even took the cake to hand out 
to everyone afterwards. Noah’s 
baptism was carried out during 
our family service one Sunday 
morning and it became the 
‘theme’ of the whole service. He 
was introduced to the rest of 
the congregation during the 
peace and handed around by 
the priest (a Church Army 
stand in), with a joyfulness that 
still brings tears to my eyes 
when I remember it. Of course, 
for my husband and me, the 
members of our Church con- 
gregation were as vital a part of 
the baptism as the godparents 
and we knew we wanted it to 



take place during 
the main morning 
service. However 
we had thought of 
having a thanks- 
giving service 
instead. I had 
been ‘dedicated’ as 
a baby in a free 
church by my par- 
ents, who wanted me to make a 
conscious decision later on as an 
adult. There exists a movement 
in the Church of England to 
reform infant baptism on these 
lines. However; as Anglicans, 
we knew that the Church pro- 
vides occasion for Noah to 
make this conscious choice with 
confirmation when he is olden 
Baptism is our way of offering 
him to God, as Hannah offered 
Samuel, and asking for God’s 
love and blessing on him. 

How many parents would 
really refuse to accept such a 
public manifestation of God’s 
blessing on their child? If we 
could clearly articulate what 
baptism offers for our children 
wouldn’t more families come 
forward? We need to seize 
every opportunity to speak of 
the meaning behind the ritual 
of baptism. It is a wonderful 
opportunity to tell parents of 
the love and grace God offers 
so freely to all of us. 




May Appointments 

Revd Ben Beecroft, Asst. Curate, St Helen w. St Andrew &c St Luke, 
Stapleford, Diocese of Southwell, to be Associate Vicar, Warfield; 
Revd Chris Beecroft, p/t Asst. Curate, St Helen w. St Andrew Sc St 
Luke, Stapleford, Diocese of Southwell, to be NSM Associate Priest, 
Warfield; Revd Bill Bowder, PTO, to have house for duty as NSM 
Asst. Priest, Nettlebed w. Bix, Highmoor, Pishill and Rotherfield 
Greys; Revd Roy Burgess, Asst. Curate, St Paul w. St. Nicholas, 
Wokingham, to be Priest-in-charge, Owlsmoor; Canon Edward 
Carter, Minor Canon and Dean’s Vicar; St. George’s Chapel, Windsor, 
to be Priest-in-charge, St Peter’s Didcot; Revd John Castle, Asst. Vicar, 
St Paul’s Cathedral, Namirembe, Diocese of Namirembe, Uganda, to 
be Priest-in-charge, St Michael’s, Sandhurst; Revd Kathleen Ferguson, 
Vicar, Llandinam °w. Trefeglwys w. Penstrowed and Rural Dean of 
Arwystli, to have house for duty as NSM Asst. Priest, Shelswell; Revd 
Anne Holmes, Chaplain, Headington School, to be locum Asst. 
Chaplain, Oxford Mental Health Care Trust and to remain as NSM 
Curate, Marston w. ' Elsfield; Canon Michael O’Connor, Priest-in- 
charge, Little Missenden, is to resign; Revd Adam Smith, formerly 
Rector of Brightwalton w. Catmore, Leckhampstead, Chaddleworth 
and Fawley, has died; Revd Richard Warden, Chaplain, Wellington 
College, to be Priest-in-Charge, Finchhampstead. 



Financing the Future Together? 

Brian Newey, chair of the Diocesan Board of Finance, explains the motivation behind 
proposals to change the way parish share is apportioned 



LAST autumn Diocesan Synod took a bold 
step. Members debated and approved 
‘Shaping the Future Together’. This little 
booklet available to your Church Council 
sets out how deaneries and parishes, woric- 
ing with our bishops and archdeacons, will 
shape the Church we want to bring about. 
It says, ‘Our purpose is to create caring, 
sustainable and growing Christian presence 
in every part of the Diocese of Oxford.’ We 
know a majority of people around us are 
untouched by the life of the Church as it 
now exists. Synod accepted that to survive 
and thrive after our time it must learn new 
ways. How else can we help our Lord be 
known and loved, and make him a living 
part of the ups and downs and choices that 
shape everyone’s lives? 

To reach this point we talked to Church 
members from town and country all over 
the diocese. We are full of hope that we’ll 
find the right ways to reach new genera- 
tions, and groups of busy people in places 
where they will feel at home. We shall use 
novel forms of ministry and multiply ways 
of being the Church that already bring new 
life. We shall do some things, stop doing 
others, and try to do more even better. 

But what price change? 

Doing new things will have to be paid 
for. We all realise that. My job, as 
Chairman of the Board of Finance is to 
make sure of three things: 

• affordable cost 

• costs fairly shared 

• we can sustain new activities while they 
take root. 

Affordability - LOWER ANNUAL 
SHARE INCREASES till at least 2007 

I told the Synod that approved Shaping the 
Future Together of a commitment till 2007 
to ask for annual Share increases lower 
than for many years. This year’s average 
increase of 6.5% is the first step. In 2005 
we can now go below the 6% I promised to 
Synod - certainly down to 5%. My objec- 
tive is to get closer to the level of wage 
inflation, about 3.5% a year. 

Distributing costs fairly 
We have always tried to apportion the 
Share fairly between deaneries. The present 
system dating from the late 90s uses nation- 
al income statistics that relate to the local 
population, along with membership figures 
based on the church electoral roll. We are 
now proposing some changes that will: 

• better reflect people’s available 



income 

• help growing churches as new mem- 
bers learn responsibilities of Christian 
giving 

• allow for the cost of ministering to 
dispersed congregations. 

We are also asking another question. 
Ought there to-be a relationship between 
what it costs to provide ministry in each 
deanery and the Share a deanery pays? Up 
to now, mutual support between deaneries 
has been unlimited. But who should pay 
once decisions are made not just about re- 
appointments to existing posts, but new 
appointments to novel ministries? Reasons 
remain why some deaneries (and some 
parishes) should not pay their full ministry 
costs. What we suggest is that the reasons 
be defined. 

The challenge of meeting the costs 
of ministry 

Hand in hand we need sustainable plans 
and lower increases in Parish Share. So 
where’s the elastic in the system? Ever since 
the new strategic thinking began we spot- 
ted three helpful possibilities: 

• a deanery or some of its churches will be 
willing to raise additional funds to 
achieve an effective local outreach 
opportunity 

•resources will be withdrawn from 
existing ministry to make funds (and 
housing) available for new work such 
as youth ministry 

•additional volunteer ministers will be 
identified and trained (including 
ordained and lay ministers whose 
numbers are already increasing. 

With these possibilities in mind, it is pro- 
posed over a transitional period that: 

1. each deanery meets a minimum level 
(perhaps 80%) of its basic ministry 
costs 

2. any deanery not meeting 100% of 
basic ministry costs moves towards 
that objective 

3. any deanery already contributing over 
a certain level' ( perhaps 120%) of basic 
ministry costs is given some relief. 

‘Basic Ministry Costs’ means: 

For Stipendiary clergy: stipend, National 
Insurance, and pension contributions; 
Council Tax; the cost of maintaining a 
house; training; and minor administrative 
support. In 2003 basic ministry costs 
amounted to £35,500. This includes no 
other diocesan costs or our diocesan con- 
) 



tribution to national church costs. 

For non-stipendiary ordained and lay 
ministers: the cost of any house allocated in 
return for part-time duty, and training costs 
for volunteer ordained and lay ministers 
living in their own homes. 

The three-year transition would involve: 

• Share increases above the diocesan 
average (with an upper limit in any 
one year) for categories 1 and 2 above 

• Share increases below the diocesan 
average for deaneries in category 3 

• Exceptions to the above for localities 
where special needs are defined. 

How will decisions be taken? 

These are fundamental proposals. 
Invitations and booking forms have been 
sent out to six consultation meetings to 
brief representatives of deaneries and 
parishes. We also need to hear your views. 
We hope people from every deanery and 
parish will join in. Afterwards, do talk to 
your representatives on Diocesan Synod. 
The Synod meeting in June is where we 
hope a decision will be reached to allocate 
the expected 5% Share increase for 2005 
based around these principles. 

Consultation dates and venues 

• 26th April in Diocesan Church House 
at 7.30 p.m. 

• 10th May in St. Andrew’s Church 
Hatters Lane, High Wycombe, at 7.30 

• 15th May in Christ the Cornerstone, 
Milton Keynes at 10 a.m. 

• 22nd May in St. Catherine’s Church 
Tilehurst at 10 a.m. 

> • 24th May in the Church of the Holy 
Spirit, Bedgrove, Aylesbury, at 7.3Q 

• 27th May in Bloxham Church at 7.30. 

We can’t stand still (Can we?) 

Financially the changes will test us. But we 
face a unique challenge: really to share the 
Gospel. I don’t believe any of us want to rest 
on our laurels, certainly not the deaneries 
whose generous contributions might gain 
them some easement in their Share increases. 

While things are changing, I’m commit- 
ting the Board of Finance to asking for 
annual Share increases at a lower level than 
we have known for a long time. I hope that 
will encourage all of us to offer our contri- 
bution of money, our prayers and our prac- 
tical support as changes begin. Who 
knows? May not what we give in all these 
ways help new generations, and people of 
our own age who’ve never known the Lord, 
to begin to love and serve him? 



Produce your own 

MAGAZINES 
NEWSLETTERS 
PARISH INFORMATION 



with the 



Professionally 
Efficiently 

Economically as a Printer 
Delivers 130 copies per minute 
Operates like a copier 
1,000 copies cost only £1.37 
/"7 (plus paper) 

APPLE OFFICE EQUIPMENT 



Come and see the latest equipment at Red Lion 
Hotel, Milford Street, Salisbury - 27th April 2004 



Unit 5 • Viceroy House • Mountbatten Business Centre • Southampton • S0 15 IHy 




013180 

Digital Printer 



New & Refurbished 
Photocopiers always available 



For details or demonstration phone 

( 023 ) 80 330611 



(OIMTUJO 

Are you a single, 
widowed or unattached 
Christian seeking 
friends, companion 
or future partner? 
Connect Two can help. 

Tel: 01460 72477 

E-mail: 



niKcfln20IO@kitniUii 




PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 
ALL SUBJECTS INVITED 



FICTION, NON FICTION, 
MEMOIRS, BIOGRAPHY, 
HISTORIC, 

POETRY, CHILDRENS, 
RELIGIOUS, SPIRITUAL 

WRITE OR SEND YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO 

ATHENA PRESS 

QUEEN’S HOUSE, 2 HOLLY ROAD, 
TWICKENHAM TW1 4EG. U.K. 
E-mail: athenabook@aol.com 
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View from here 



Ito the editor 



Abusing Forgiveness 



The destruction 
of Ian Huntley’s 
home in Soham 
was both sym- 
bolic and neces- 
sary. What else 
could a commu- 
nity do with this 
tragic double- 
murder site? 

There’s no way 
back into that 
community, or any other, for 
Huntley - a serial sexual 
offender who should have 
been caught long before his 
activities culminated in the 
taking of life. 

But many of those respon- 
sible for the sexual abuse of 
children do find their way 
back into our communities 
and the troubling question 
is: how are they best dealt 
with? We know that the 
more involved and connect- 
ed they feel, the less likely 
they are to reoffend. But 
how are they to be included 
with safety and justice? 

This is a question that the 
Christian community, among 
others, struggles with. We 
know that some who abuse 
children sexually are amongst 
the church’s members. Most 
will never be caught or 
brought to justice for their 
actions. But those that are, 
and wish to remain part of the 
Christian community, chal- 
lenge our theological integrity 
and vigour. ‘X is coming out 
of prison. He says he’s 
changed. He wants a second 
chance. As a church it’s our 
Christian duty to forgive.’ 

Not so fast. Firstly, ‘the 
church’ is not the agent of for- 
giveness when it was not the 
victim of the abuse. Secondly, 
it is likely that all churches 
have members who are sur- 
vivors of abuse. Where are 
their needs in all this? (usually 
the answer is: invisible, 

because survivors are too vul- 
nerable to speak out and 
nobody has bothered to think 



about them). 
Thirdly, a cursory 
look at the biblical 
evidence shows us 
that forgiveness is 
a tough process in 
which the offend- 
er has to demon- 
strate authentic 
repentance; tell 
the truth about 
the nature of his 
actions; offer reparation for 
the damage he has done, and 
accept restrictions on his 
activities from then on. 

The church has a duty to 
offer pastoral care to all: both 
victims and offenders. But 
‘pastoral care’ means different 
things in different situations. 
Marie Fortune, a US theolo- 
gian and expert on abuse, tells 
of sex offenders on a group 
treatment programme. She 
asked them: ‘What’s your 
message to churches that 
want to offer you support on 
your release?’ Their answer: 
‘Don’t forgive us so easily’. 
One man said that he had 
gone to his pastor several 
times and told him of his 
abusive behaviour towards 
children. Several times his 
pastor ‘forgave’ him and sent 
him away. This, the man 
said, did untold harm, not 
least to the additional vic- 
tims. What the pastor should 
have done, the offender said, 
is accompany him to the 
nearest police station and let 
justice take its course. 

We may mean well, but if 
we’re not careful, Christians 
can compound the pain and 
devastation of victims of sex- 
ual abuse, get in the way of 
the justice we espouse, and 
undermine the treatment of 
offenders. When it comes to 
sexual abuse, we are only just 
beginning to learn about the 
complexity of what ‘forgive- 
ness’ really means. 

Alison Webster is Social 
Responsibility Advisor to the 
Diocese of Oxford. 




Prayer line to the Almighty; Declining membership?; Discovery Days 
and Madley Brook School; Mail ignores mission in Blackbird Leys 



Co-op’s Prayer Line 

Can we assume that the 
Oxford, Swindon and 
Gloucester Co-op has its own 
prayer-line to the Almighty? 
The notice of their AGM 
includes the offer of a free 
lunch and asks prospective 
attenders ‘Please state if you 
have any deity requirements’! 
Was this misprint inspired from 
above? I do not plan to attend 
the meeting, but if I did I would 
be tempted to ask for ‘fine 
weather and peace on earth’. 
Eileen Davies 
Water Eaton, Oxford 



A new kind of church 

I refer to the March 2004 edi- 
tion of The DOOR and in par- 
ticular the photograph and cap- 
tion on page 1, as well as the 
centre spread under the head- 
line ‘ ... creating a new kind of 

church for the 21 st century’. 

Madley Brook School, which 
serves Madley Park Estate and 
the surrounding area, is in law 
and by definition a community 
school. 

This means that it opens itself 
up, where possible and without 
allowing it to impinge on chil- 
dren’s education, to the sur- 
rounding community. In the 
short time we have been open 
we have tried to do this. 

Following discussions between 
Penny Joyce and Adrienne 
Martin, our Head Teacher, and 
with the full agreement of the 
Governing Body, it was agreed 
that Cogges Church in Witney 
could hire one of our currently 
underused classrooms as a com- 
munity room. Both parties 
signed a written agreement. 

It was to provide a communi- 
ty facility that was currently 
unavailable on the estate to run 
such groups as mother and tod- 
dlers, lunch club and, until the 
school was able to organise an 
after school club, running all 
week long, a place to which our 



pupils could go to on Monday 
and Wednesday at the end of 
the school day. That was it. 
Nothing more, nothing less. 

No ‘emerging church’, no 
‘trying to give birth to a new 
church’ and no trying to do it, 
as you put it, ‘without those 
attending knowing’. You say 
in your first paragraph that 
these activities look very ordi- 
nary. They are. There is no 
other reason for them to be 
held. The School is not ‘the 
bedrock of a new kind of 
church’ - it is just a school. 

We have no objection at all to 
the church using our premises 
and indeed have allowed the 
church to use our hall for the 
visit of the Bishop - everyone 
knew it was a church event. 

We have been asked if a Sunday* 
School could open - another 
church-advertised event which I 
am sure we will be able to agree 
to, but we will not allow our- 
selves to be thought of in the way 
that you have portrayed us to 
your readers. 

Victor Burge 
Chair of Madley Brook 
Governors, Witney 

Editor's Note: The Door stands 
by its report on the Discovery 
Days project being run on the 
Madley Park estate in Witney , 
which was explored in the light 
of the Mission-Shaped Church 
report. Discovery Days is a proj- 
ect funded by Cutting Edge 
Ministries. However we are 
happy to clarify that the project 
takes place in a community room 
at the school only on 
Wednesdays and the school has 
made the community room avail- 
able to all groups to use. 

Support for Discovery Days 

I write to extend my thanks to 
Madley Brook School, for their 
help and support as I began 
Discovery Days in the 
Community Room of the 
School. I confirm that the aim 



of the gatherings is for the 
'building of community' on the 
new estate and to that end they 
have been most encouraging. A 
new Resident's Association and 
evening events have also helped 
create this. 

Church activities, in the tradi- 
tional sense, will be happening 
outside the School. We are 
encouraged by the formation of 
a Christian small group due to 
begin meeting after Easter in 
my home. Any activities with a 
specific Christian theme are, 
and will be, clearly identified as 
such. I trust that this clears any 
confusion that might have 
occurred. 

Revd Penny Joyce 

Madley Park 



Declining Membership? 

Ouch! Headline on the front 
page of the April DOOR ‘50% 
rise in new recruits to Church’ - 
but counting only clergy. ‘The 
figure belies the common 
assumption that membership of 
the Church of England is 
declining fast’. What does that 
mean? That the clergy are per- 
ishing? 

Shame! Please remember that 
all baptised people are mem- 
bers of the Church, and that it 
is the millions of baptised, con- 
firmed and faithful worship- 
pers, lay and clergy, who are 
the Church of England nation- 
ally and in this Diocese. Those 
who come forward for ordina- 
tion are recruits to the priest- 
hood, not the Church. 

Penny Keens 

Stony Stratford 

Chairman, Diocesan Synod 
House of Laity 



Mission and outreach ignored 
by Oxford Mail 

Anyone reading the Oxford 
Mail on Easter Eve who cares 
about Blackbird Leys, or 
knows anything about the 
church there, will have been 
dismayed. An article in it 



attempted to illustrate the well- 
documented statistics of gener- 
al Church decline by a juxta- 
posing a happy picture of the 
newly-opened King’s Centre in 
Osney Mead and a stem photo- 
graph of my Free Church col- 
league, Fleur Houston and 
myself posed in an empty 
church on a Wednesday morn- 
ing. A combination of half- 
quote, misquote and change of 
context is then used to fuel the 
impression that we are a church 
in decline. 

What a shame that the 
reporter, fixed on his pre-con- 
ceived story, chose to ignore 
much of what he was told. Our 
regular Sunday congregation, 
while never huge, has not 
declined in recent years, but 
shown modest, sustained 
growth (two adults were 
Baptised on Easter Day), and 
committed giving has also 
grown. Our mission is to be 
there in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the whole communi- 
ty in its joys and griefs, its needs 
and problems, personal and 
spiritual. The church has been 
instrumental in major commu- 
nity initiatives, like the Advice 
Centre, the Credit Union, and 
the Adventure Playground. We 
are just now advertising for a 
second Church Community 
Worker. Mission partners from 
Kenya engage with unchurched 
young people. 

Our deeply committed con- 
gregation, housed in a spectac- 
ular building, is notable for 
being representative of the local 
community with its ethnic mix, 
our concern for issues of justice 
and peace, and our experience 
as pioneers of working as a sin- 
gle congregation across the 
sponsoring denominations. Far 
from being depressed we are 
planning and testing out new 
ways of outreach. 

Revd David Parry 

Church of the Holy Family, 

Blackbird Leys 



Word for Life Trust 

The House of Bread, Ross Road, Christchurch, 
(Forest of Dean), Nr. Coleford, Glos 

See us at the 20th National CRE, 
Sandown Park, 11-14 May - Stand E34 

22 April, Teaching with Ministry Day, 
10am - 4.30pm learning to Pray ' 

24 April, Teaching with Ministry Day, 
10am - 430pm ' Overcoming Anger ' 

30-2 May, Healing Retreat, 

Fri eve - Sun afternoon, "True Worship " 

1 May - 13 June, "Training for Trainers" 

7 May, Quiet Day 10am - 4pm 
Born to be Free ' 

13 May, Teaching with Ministry Day, 
10am - 430pm Cell Church' 

21 May, Quiet Day 10am - 4pm 
A plan and a Purpose' 

29 May, Teaching with Ministry Day, 
10am - 430pm 'Overcoming Abuse' 

4 June, Quiet Day 10am - 4pm 
'Walking on Water' 

Prayer Ministry Days - Every Monday from 2.30pm 
(ex ex B/Hols), 0 every Wednesday from 10.30am, 
with teaching worship and personal prayer. 

For further details please telephone the 
Word for Life Trust office on: 

01594 837744 or Email: courses@wflt.org 



COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by experienced and 
qualified practitioner. Spiritual direction also offered. 
Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 


HELP!! 

Well motivated individuals who would like a 
simple part-time business. 

If you are honest & ethical and would like 
to earn lk - 20k per month full or part-time 

WITH ON-GOING TRAINING & SUPPORT 
TO ENSURE YOU SUCCEED 

RING CHRIS ON: 01452 359527 
Mobile: 07970 717110 

www.lcfgroup.net 


Capable people 

who are seeking a larger 
additional or Full Time 
income should look at: 

ujiuiii.justreiuardf.uLcom 

or phone 

01202 297541 


To Advertise 

please ring 
Sue Williams on: 

01527 892945 

Fax: 01527 892152 
E-mail: cross.publications@virgin.net 




The Centre for 
Jewish-Christian Relations 

offers the following courses 



MA or Diploma in Jewish-Christian Relations 



in Cambridge or by Distance Learning, full or part time 
A wide choice of modules available. 



.. ♦ 

Applications now accepted for courses starting 
October 2004 



Summer School 2004, Cambridge 

28 June - 9 July 2004 

“Jewish-Christian Relations in a Multi-faith World” 
The course places Jewish-Christian dialogue in the 
context of other inter-religious dialogical 
relationships. 

12 Week Courses by Distance Learning 

• For clergy and lay people 

• Academic guidance by experienced tutors 
• Successful completion of each course awarded with 
certificate 

• 3-4 hours studies per week 



CJCR, Wesley House, 30 Jesus Lane 
Cambridge CB5 8BJ, Tel: (01223) 741048 
enquiries@cjcr.cam.ac.uk; www.cjcr.cam.ac.uk 
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A thousand year 
walk to Cathedral 



Everyone is invited to join a major ecumenical pilgrimage to 
Christ Church Cathedral on Sunday 12th September to mark 
the 1000th anniversary of the re-building of the original 
church on the cathedral site. 

According to legend St Frideswide, the patron saint of 
Oxford, founded the church some time in the early 8th centu- 
ry. It was a joint monastery for nuns and monks, presided over 
by Frideswide herself. It was here that she was buried, and the 
church then became a centre of pilgrimage for people in and 
around Oxford. 

Little is known about her original church, though one vivid 
picture of life there has come down to us. In the year 1002, on 
the orders of King Ethelred the Unready, Danish settlers in 
Oxford were attacked. They fled for safety into Frideswide's 
church, and, when they could not be forced out, the church 
was set alight killing all those inside. This shameful episode in 
the city's history, known as the St Brice's Day Massacre, is a 
cautionary tale of how strangers in our midst are often treated. 

Ethelred made some amends for his actions by having 
Frideswide's church re-built in 1004, and it is the anniversary 
of this event that we will be remembering on September 12th. 
That day is also Racial Justice Sunday which offers us a 
chance to consider the place of the stranger in our midst today. 
The Danish Ambassador will be joining us for Choral 
Evensong (the final part of the pilgrimage) and through music, 
prayers and readings we will remember the killing of the 
Danes, and celebrate the modern links and friendships between 
our two nations. 

If you would like more information about the day please 
contact Jim Godfrey, Visitors' Officer at Christ Church 
Cathedral, Oxford OX1 1DR The pilgrimage is intended to 
suit all ages and abilities, so whether you feel like a 20 mile 
hike or a gentle walk to the cathedral you will be welcome to 
join us, and the countless other pilgrims who, down the years, 
have made their way to Frideswide's church. 

Canon Marilyn Parry 



• Seeking « ^ 

justice? 



YWAM England is providing 3 training 
opportunities through which you can explore how 
your voice can contribute to the call for freedom 
and justice: an expression of multiple voices 
speaking truth to power in an international arena. 

DISCIPLESHIP TRAINING SCHOOL 

with a justice and reconciliation emphasis. 

YWAM's foundational course incorporating an exploration 
of justice and reconciliation issues. Includes an overseas 
outreach. 

September 26th 2004- April 1 2005 

Contact Sue Pratt, spratt@oval.com or tel:01582 

463336 

WHOSE JUSTICE? 

Approaches to engaging in-justice in a global arena. 
Building blocks for working in international justice 
settings. 

September 26th 2004- December 17th 2004. 

Completion of a DTS is a pre-requisite. 

Contact Patty Payne, ppayne@oval.com tel: 01582 
463336 

EXPLORATIONS OF GOD'S HEART FOR 
JUSTICE. 

A series of evening seminars. 

For local churches wanting to learn how to respond to 
issues of injustice. 

September 26th - December 17th 2004. 

Contact Philippa Newis, 
pnewis@oval.com 01582 463269 

Youth With A Mission 




Should Christ 

Its a controversial debate, but one that had to happen, argues Gareth 
Miller. A lover of Cathedrals, he says he is embarrassed by Christ 
Church. Here, we pit his views on Christ Church's weaknesses as the 
Diocesan Cathedral against those of the new Dean, Christopher 
Lewis. The debate that follows makes fascinating reading... 



By Gareth Miller 



I AM a relative newcomer to the diocese (six 
years) and I suppose I have worshipped at the 
cathedral on no more than six or seven occa- 
sions. But on each occasion I have come away 
feeling rather glum. On one particular occasion 
in June I took a foreign guest to an evening 
Sung Eucharist in the cathedral, and I have to 
say that I felt embarrassed. The welcome was 
negligible, the atmosphere dark and cold, the 
lighting poor, the celebrant invisible, the reader 
inaudible, the prayers rushed, the furniture 
uncomfortable, and the liturgy generally very 
drab and perfunctory and lacking in warmth 
and a sense of a community gathered together 
for worship. The music was terrific, but there 
was only one hymn! 

I have been told by several people that things 
are much better than they used to be. And it 
may well be that on that particular evening 
there was an unusually high combination of 
unfortunate circumstances which contributed 
to the uninviting feel of the service. But I have 
to say that I have felt it on each visit, and that 
everyone I have spoken to at parish level seems 
to share the same kind of sentiment. Nor is this 
a broadside from someone who dislikes cathe- 
dral style worship. Quite the opposite! 

It does seem to me reasonable to try to open 
a debate on the subject of the cathedral. I’m 

'In other diocese I have always felt 
proud of and welcome at my 
cathedral. I cannot honestly say 
that here' 

quite sure there have been numerous discus- 
sions over the years about the rather anom- 
alous status of our cathedral church, and I do 
not pretend to be familiar with what has been 
said by others in the past nor to have any ideal 
solution. But I would be glad to know the 
views of others. 

In other dioceses I have always felt proud of 
and welcome at my cathedral. I cannot honest- 
ly say that here. That does not mean that I 
want to do away with Christ Church as the 
cathedral. I’m certainly not for conformity or 
the standardisation of cathedrals! In fact, it’s 
rather fun to be a little bit different. But that 
shouldn’t stop us asking difficult questions. Is 
this the right building, especially for such a 
large diocese? What are the alternatives? A new 
cathedral? Surely not. The University Church? 
Dorchester Abbey? None of these is ideal. 

Christ Church has had an honourable history 
as the cathedral for four and a half centuries and 
is a magnificent building. My overwhelming 
concerns are about 1) accessibility; 2) clutter; 3) 
atmosphere. I would like to expand on each: 

1) Accessibility: The Cathedral is difficult to 
get to and get into. There are clearly problems 
of parking and general access which are not 
easily solved. But bowler-hatted gentlemen on 
one side and a ticket office on the other do not 
make the cathedral feel open or welcoming. Is 
there no possibility of access from the east end 



which would avoid members of the diocese and 
the general public from having to go through 
the college grounds, where security is obvious- 
ly a prime consideration? 

2) Clutter: I really dislike cluttered buildings, 
and cluttered churches in particular. Christ 
Church suffers from this particularly badly. If 
you look up there are wonderful pillars and 
arches and a splendid roof. But at ground level 
(rather like Westminster Abbey) there is a pre- 
ponderance of tombs and rather heavy memori- 
al tablets, and an excess of rather drab 
Victorian furnishings mixed up with a lot of 
plastic chairs. Buildings need to be spacious and 
gracious! Christ Church needs a clear-out! 
Ideally there would be no seats in the nave and 
transepts at all. They don’t have them in most 
Orthodox churches and in many others on the 
continent. And please, if you haven’t already, go 
and look at Portsmouth Cathedral, which I only 
got around to this summer. It’s an absolute gem, 
and a model of what you can do with an unusu- 
al and difficult building. Incidentally, my chil- 
dren always complain that whenever we go on 
holiday, instead of doing the normal things we 
have to go on a cathedral crawl! At Portsmouth 
I got the usual groan before we went in. Two 
hours later I had to persuade them to come out, 
such was their fascination with this intriguing 
and deeply beautiful church. 

I have a vision of Christ Church renewed and 
restored. By all means keep the good furniture 
(I’m told by my architectural advisers, Jeff and 
Juliet West of English Heritage, that the chan- 
cel furnishings and floor are George Gilbert 
Scott and very good. Great! I would like to see 
the choir back in the chancel!) But I also envis- 
age a very attractive dais and altar at the cross- 
ing, and the nave and transepts furnished (if 
thought necessary) with comfortable, attractive 
and matching chairs. 

3) Atmosphere: I have to say that the overall 
impression conveyed for much of the time is 
dark and rather dank, and somewhat stuffy. It 
feels first and foremost like a college chapel, 
but it somehow lacks the warmth of Magdalen 
or New College. But it should surely be the 
cathedral first, and the collegiate role should be 
parallel, if not secondary. The liturgy can come 
alive more, with a lighter touch and a greater 
sense of movement and involvement. 

It could be made to work, certainly as the 
mother church of a smaller diocese, an idea T 
hope to be propounding in another article in 
another place (as they say in parliament). 

The other day I got my come-uppance! I 
attended the Michaelmas ordination, and 
found the service profoundly moving. I very 
much appreciated the dean’s comment in his 
opening remarks that religion brings out the 
best and the worst in people (eg it makes them 
want to worship but also makes them write let- 
ters of complaint!) We sang some truly won- 
derful hymns, beginning with the splendid 
‘Christ, the fair glory of the holy angels’ and 
finishing with the outstanding ‘How shall I sing 
that majesty?’ sung to Coe Fen. However, 
everybody else I spoke to afterwards thought 
the hymns were absolutely dire, so maybe my 
taste is totally unreliable! 

Gareth Miller lives and worships in Charlbury 
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by Christopher Lewis 
Dean of Christ Church 

I enjoyed Gareth Miller’s criticisms 
and I am sad to say - sad, because edi- 
tors like sharp cut and thrust - that I 
agree with much of what he writes. I 
am newer to the diocese than Gareth, 
although I was hereabouts (on the 
staff at Ripon College, Cuddesdon) 
once before and visited the cathedral 
occasionally in those days. I have a 
memory of preaching to an adjoining 
pillar, although I believe there was an 
attentive congregation somewhere 
around. 

I reckon that there are at least three 
good things about the cathedral: its 
harmonious worship and music, its 
preaching of Christ, and the fact that 
it is a beautiful and strange place, dif- 
ferent from all others in that it is a 
cathedral woven into a college. 

It would be unwise to compromise 
those three strengths. The Chapter, 
however, is currently reviewing just 
about everything else. In particular 

'Cathedrals can seem 
somewhat remote and self- 
justifying at times, but they 
have great potential' 



there is the question of enabling mem- 
bers of the diocese to identify with the 
cathedral and to enter it easily. I know 
that some people wish that the monks 
or Cardinal Wolsey or Henry VIII had 
built it somewhere else and with park- 
ing. Not much can be done about its 
geographical position, but other 
things can be changed, so there will be 
‘membership cards’ for all who would 
like one; that should make access more 
natural and easy. And we are encour- 
aging visits from parish and other 
groups. Honorary Canons and 
many of the volunteers who 
help at the cathedral can act 
as a helpful bridge. Come 
on the pilgrimage on 
Sunday 12 Sept- 
ember! Changing the 
way in which people 
view the cathedral 
is, I realise, a long- ^ \ 
term aim and I 
hope that the 



readers of The Door will help. 

Then secondly, we are looking at 
the worship pattern and style. Here, 
as in other areas of the cathedral’s life, 
it is crucial to reflect on the different 
groups which see the cathedral as 
theirs: the diocese, the regular congre- 
gation and the college among them. I 
do not know how worship will look in 
a year’s time, but I imagine that it will 
not be quite the same. 

Thirdly, there is the layout of the 
church and of the buildings around 
it. Strides have been made in this 
respect with more flexible lighting and 
with imaginative restoration of St 
Frideswide’s shrine and the 
chapels. Yet the cathedral building is 
still quite forbidding to enter and the 
layout could be more flexible so as to 
be available for a variety of events. 
Those kinds of changes can take time 
as they do in parish churches, but the 
will is there. 

Any relationship has two sides. We 
have the determination to help the 
cathedral to be more suitable for peo- 
ple in general and for the diocese in 
particular. Then, on the other ‘side’, I 
hope that you will consider the cathe- 
dral when you are making policy and 
having ideas; as we include you in our 
plans, please include us in yours. The 
diocese needs focal points for its life; 
bishop and cathedral are central to the 
diocese being ‘one’. 

Cathedrals can seem somewhat 
remote and self-justifying at times, but 
they have great potential, especially at 
a time when the winds of an appar- 
ently secular culture are cold. The task 
of proclaiming the Gospel has need of 
many different means. People can 
relate to cathedrals in a manner dif- 
ferent from (and complementary to) 
the way in which they relate to other 
gathering points of the chur- 
ch. Cathedrals up and down the coun- 
try are, perhaps to people’s surprise, 
places which can change and take 
risks in response to new 
Christian insights. 

Please pray for 
us as we will 
for you. 
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r WOLF ETON MANOR"! 

A Quality Retirement Residence 




Located on the edge of Charminster, one mile from Dorchester, this fully 
modernised home stands in 2'h acres of beautiful gardens with rural views. The 
Manor provides quality living in a comfortable and caring environment for 
elderly people who cannot or choose not to fend for themselves. There is 24 
hour staffing, nurse call system and all rooms en-suite. A high standard of food 
is a speciality of the Manor with many guests dining with relatives and friends. 
In the grounds are two sheltered accommodation suites with full “hotel” services 
provided by the Manor for the more independent. 

Due to demand the Manor’s accommodation was recently extended with 8 
more ground floor en suite residential rooms and 5 assisted living suites. All 
with garden views and fully registered for care. Additionally a new sun 
lounge and conservatory were added together with 'A mile of garden paths. 

If you wish to check for vacancies, or would like to receive a brochure 
or visit, please contact: 

Sandra & Keith Shaw 

Wolfeton Manor, Charminster, Dorset DT2 9QL 

Tel: 01305 262340 Fax: 01305 257915 

E mail: - shaw.wolfeton@tesco.net. 




Seminar on contemporary issues 
for the Church - John Bell 



A retreat introducing the 
tradition and practice of 
Christian meditation. 
Lawrence Freeman OSB 



Christian Retreat, 
Conferences and 
Holiday Centre 



1 Ecumenical Programme of 
Retreats and Workshops 
1 Perfect venue for Restoration 
and Re-discovery 
1 Comfortable rooms with 
ensuite facilities, catering 
for groups, families and 
individuals 

1 Idyllic location offering 
panoramic views of 
neighbouring islands 






— les — 

COTIIS 



For more details please contact: Meg White 
Les Cotils, St Peter Port, Guernsey, 
Channel Islands GUI 1UU. 
Tel: 01481 121193 Fax: 01481 101062 
e-mail: info@lescotils.com 



BEST VALUE 
TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Arranged For Church Magazine Readers 
ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

From only £89.95 per couple in Europe 
From only £129.95 per couple Worldwide 
NEW! Family Travel Insurance 

1 Week Europe from only £27.95 per family 

2 Weeks Europe from only £32.95 per family 
Family Cover - 2 adults with up to 5 children under 19 yrs of age 



fill) 



£ 




Insurance up to 80 years of age. 
Call For Details 

0116 272 0500 

Real People... not machines!! 





STEEP HOLM 

A Unique Day Out on a Remote 
Island In the Bristol Channel 
Steep Holm is a Nature Reserve 
with Historic Remains, Victorian 
and Second World War 
Fortifications, Visitor Centre, Rare 
Plants and Wildlife. 

To book, or request a Sailings Timetable 

Telephone booking office: 

01934 632307 







Residential Care Home 

• Spacious Lounges 
• Dining Room 

• Lift & Stair Lift 

• Secluded Gardens 

• Single & Double Rooms 

Wroughton 

01793 812242 

1 Perry 9 Lane, Wroughton, Swindon 



South West 

Cornwall 




Please mention 


Rinsey 






Warm, comfortable & 
peaceful. Secluded 
converted chapel, close 
to coastal path. Short 
breaks, all mod cons. 
Sleeps 2-4. 

For information please 
call 01736 763788 




the Door 

when replying 


or visit: 




to advertisements 


www.rinseygreen.co.uk 







Over 1000 self-catering 
villas, farmhouses and 
apartments, many with 
pools. Ideal base for 
trips to Florence, 
Rome, Assisi etc. 
Also Sardinia, Amalfi 
Coast, Puglia and Venice. 
15 years' personal 
service. 

Colour brochure. 

01603 812212 



PILGRIMAGES 

and TOURS 

for GROUPS 



sSs&fi 

Jordan - theB,b " ca ' 

Turkey -*• ^ ? hurcW * 

Egypt the promised Lan 



PLUS- 
Rome, Holy Land 
Lourdes & Knock 

GREENCASTLE 

PILGRIMAGE TOURS 

Portfield House, Daws Rd, j^gjj 

Hereford HR1 2JJ 

Tel: 0800 358 0202 IWml 

info@pilgrimagetours.co.uk 



PARISH CHURCH OF SAINT PAUL 
WOKINGHAM 

Seeks a 

Director of Music 

To lead and develop the musical support of 
worship 

To maintain and enhance a strong 
Anglican/Catholic Choral tradition 

To train, direct and encourage development of 
the SATB choir, working with the existing 
Organist 

Remuneration at RSCM rates. 

Further details from: 

St Paul’s Parish Office, Reading Road, 
Wokingham RG41 1EH 

Tel: 0118 979 2122 

e-mail: office@stpauls-wokingham.org.uk 



Oxford, Swindon and Gloucester 
Co-operative Society Ltd. 



• ABINGDON 

CO-OPERATIVE FUNERAL SERVICE 

26 High Street 

OX14 5 AX Tel: (01235) 554589 

• AYLESBURY 

CO-OPERATIVE FUNERAL SERVICE 

114 High Street 

HP20 1BT Tel: (01296) 395356 

• BANBURY 

TRINDER FUNERAL SERVICE 

122 Middleton Road 

OX16 4QU Tel: (01295) 272207 

• BICESTER 

RJ TYRRELL FUNERAL SERVICE 

11 Manorsfield Road 

0X26 6EH Tel: (01869) 252888 

• BICESTER 

L HARTNESS FUNERAL SERVICE 

1 1 Victoria Road 

0X26 6QD Tel: (01869) 253282 

• BRACKLEY 

WJ FRANKLIN & SON 

30 High Street 

NN13 5DS Tel: (01280) 702356 

• DIDCOT 

CO-OPERATIVE FUNERAL SERVICE 

6 The Market Place 
The Broadway 

OX11 7LE Tel: (01235) 512266 

• HIGH WYCOMBE 
CO-OPERATIVE FUNERAL SERVICE 

110 Dashwood Avenue 

HP12 30B Tel: (01494)451292 



• KIDLINGTON 
REEVES 8t PAIN 

19 Fairfax Centre 
Oxford Road 

OX5 2PB Tel: (01865) 371159 

• OXFORD 

AW BRUCE LTD 
29 Rogers Street 
Summertown 

OX2 7JS Tel/Fax: (01865) 310907 
CO-OPERATIVE FUNERAL SERVICE 

2 Hendred Street 

OX4 2ED Tel: (01865) 748855 

CO-OPERATIVE FUNERAL SERVICE 
Holyoake Hall, London Road 
Headington 

OX3 9ED Tel: (01865) 308581 

REEVES 8: PAIN 

288 Abingdon Road 

OX1 4TE Tel: (01865) 242529 

• THAME 

CO-OPERATIVE FUNERAL SERVICE 

8 High Street 

OX9 2BV - Tel: (01844) 260067 

• WENDOVER 

SOVEREIGN FUNERAL SERVICE 

3 Holly Court, Tring Road 

HP22 6PE Tel: (01296) 696224 

• WITNEY 

CO-OPERATIVE FUNERAL SERVICE 

The Cemetery Lodge 
Tower Hill 

0X28 5ES Tel: (01993) 706778 
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www.mywishes.coop 
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Crowdys - custom made furniture and joinery 



Crowdys have a wealth of experience 
in the design and manufacture of 
quality furniture and specialist 
joinery. Established in 1963 and 
using our own designers or working 
to your specification, we can provide 
unique solutions to meet your 
individual requirements. 

Our skilled craftsmen see each 



piece through the creative process 
from sawn timber to the polished 
surface. This predominance of hand- 
craftsmanship gives our furniture a 
distinctive appearance and ensures 
the highest standard of construction 
and finish. 

Commissions undertaken range 
from University dining rooms, 



libraries and boardrooms through to 
prototypes for design consultancies 
and one-off items for individuals, 
recent commissions include:- 
Oak screens, choir stalls and 
entrance lobbies with disabled 
access for Wantage Church 
120 dining chairs and a 'new' head 
table for the Arlosh Hall at Harris 



Manchester College, Oxford 
Tables for the Theology Library at 
Mansfield College, Oxford, with 
integral facility for internet access 
Currently we are working on a four- 
flight staircase in American Cherry 
for a private client in London that 
incorporates fibre optic lighting in 
the design. 



ORGANIST 

Committed Christian and MA, FRCO 
is available to deputise in Oxfordshire, 
at short notice, including weddings and 
funerals. Wide experience : reasonable fee 

Tel: Woodstock (01993) 813933 



Artists in Staged Glass 

DAViD Wasley 

RiA.ATC.DirAD.FmGP. 

ConsERyAfoMr 
RistORAtion Specialist 

01494 773712 

' www. 3Rpm i llefi n i urn a Rjlsts.co. uk 




Roseudgeon 

Enterprises 



Want to cut heating costs for 
your Church/Vicarage? 

Many PCCs and Incumbents already 
have with Thermoflow fuel conditioners 
for gas and oil fired systems. 

For further details contact: 
Roseudgeon Enterprises on 

01525 270318 

or e-mail: tonys.price@virgin.net 



FURNITURE 
RESTORATION 

Antique and modern repair and 
re-polishing of tables, chairs etc. 

Church Restoration Specialists 

Removal of heat and water marks. 

Richard Andrews 

North Leigh 

Tel: 01993 773521 



k There is nothing 
^particularly remarkable 
■l about the village of 
Houghton Conquest. It 
is a fairly typical English 
village sitting in the flat 
landscape to the south of 
Bedford, but its Parish 
Church has a rather 
remarkable story to tell. 
The Church is a large 
mediaeval, grade 1 listed 
building, often referred to 
as the Cathedral, and 
reputed to be the largest 
village church in 
Bedfordshire. 

As such 
heating 
costs 
accounted 
for a large 
slice of 
annual 
expenditure. 

The present 
system is an 
oil fired 
boiler 

providing hot water to 
radiators and is by no 
means modern or 
economically efficient. 

In 2002 the PCC was 



ORGANIST 

AVAILABLE ! 

The incredible Digital Hymnal system 
instantly plays over 2300 tunes from memory, 
in any key and at any speed. 

Hymns, Worship songs, Mass Settings and 
incidental music. 

New U.K. repertoire suitable for use by all 
major denominations. 

Choose from 128 pipe organ and orchestral 
sounds. 

No musical or technical knowledge required. 
Already used by hundreds of churches 
throughout the U.K. 

Call now for free info pack & CD 

020 8680 9747 

Digital Hymnals UK Ltd 

9 South End Croydon CRO 1BE 

www.digital-hymnal.com 



approached by Tony 
Price, who asked if it 
would be interested in 
using some energy 
efficiency devices 
manufactured by a British 
company, Ecoflow, with a 
view to reducing fuel costs. 
Tony has a long 
association with a 
Bedfordshire based 
Anglican mission agency, 
and believed that these 
products could help 
beleagured PCCs 
significantly reduce 




more efficient burn in the 
combustion area. In short, 
an inexpensive and highly 
effective way of creating a 
green energy solution 
which should appeal to all 
PCCs, Incumbents and 
members of congregations. 
Since the Houghton 
Conquest, Tony has fitted 
the units to a number of 



locations across Oxford 
and St Albans Dioceses, 
and colleagues have now 
extended this service to 
Salisbury Diocese as well. 
For details of the 
products, see the ad on 
page xx or contact Tony 
on 01525 270318 or 
email: 

tonys.price@virgin.net 



PERSPEX PULPITS 
& PODIUMS 

David Simpson 

Unit G, 37 Hall Street, Hockley, 
Birmingham, West Midlands Bl8 6BS 

Mobile: 07973 879142 
Tel/Fax: 0121 530 0111 

Custom design and manufacture of perspex 
lecterns (clear acrylic), illuminated crosses and 
sign boxes with polycarbonate screen and other 
plastic fixtures designed to specifications. 



„<D. 



0 3?ircct 
< — - CanSfcs 

Direct Candles is a locally based supplier of all 
types of candles, Communion Wines and Altar 
breads. We supply only the highest quality products 
from established suppliers and our service, we 
believe, is second to none. 

In 1998, Direct Candles joined forces with the 
Christian Charity SPICMA and a contribution 
from each sale is passed to this vital Third World 
Charity. 

Being a local business we can usually offer a free 
next day delivery service. If you would like more 
details about our range of products please write or 
call for our brochure. 

FREEPHONE 0800 085 1490 

Direct Candles , PO BOX 148 ; Gosport , 
Hampshire, P012 2ZX 
E mail: direct . candles@btinternet. com 



one element of their costs. 
As it happened, Church 
warden Michael Padian 
was already familiar with 
the company's products 
having seen the 
effectiveness of its 
limescale inhibitor in his 
own house. With the 
investment of just £200 in 
the required number of 
units which were secured 
to the fuel line of the 
boiler, Michael was 
immediately able to detect 
that the boiler was quieter 
and running with a more 
regular rhythm. 

In the first year, the 
economy achieved was 
remarkable; in previous 
years two to three 
deliveries of oil were 
required from September 
to May. In the 2002/03 
winter season, the PCC 
found that it had sufficient 
fuel to last from switch on 
in September to just 
before Christmas, when 
there was a delivery. 

That one delivery lasted 
until switch off in May. The 
net result was a reduction 
in annual fuel costs from 
£580 to £180. 

The attractiveness of these 
units lies in their simplicity 
- they are simply clamped 
onto the fuel supply line, 
require no power or 
maintenance and will last 
indefinitely. Fuel economy 
is achieved by a process of 
magnetic ionisation of the 
fuel supply leading to a 




IROWDYS 

Designers & Makers of Fine Furniture 

CUSTOM MADE FURNITURE AND JOINERY 




Individually designed to compliment any environment. 



• Boardrooms 

• Churches 

• Colleges 



• Domestic 

• Libraries 

• Offices 



Free quotations for one-off commissions or complete schemes 
Crowdys Partnership Limited, Regal Way, Faringdon, Oxon SN7 7BX 
Tel: 01367 242264 Fax: 01367 241956 e-mail: davidl.titcombe@virgin.net 
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Christian Aid week 



‘Life is for living, not just 
surviving’: Christian Aid plea 



By Paul Langley 



THE problem of poverty in the 
third world can sometime 
seem too enormous to solve. 
Famine, drought and 
HIV/AIDS never seem far 
from the door and the knock 
on effects of conflict mean life 
is tough for people in develop- 
ing countries. 

But Christian Aid Week, 9- 
15 May, provides everyone 
with an opportunity to make a 
difference. Stories of people 
supported through Christian 
Aid illustrate what the slogan 
‘We believe in life before 
death’ means - from volun- 
teers who care for families 
affected by HIV in Zambia, to 
women in Guatemala who 
have been provided with life- 
changing training and loans so 
they can begin earning their 
own living through selling 
fruit and vegetables. Our belief 
in life before death compels us 
to stand alongside those who 



are struggling, and proclaim 
that life should be about more 
than mere survival. 

In Ethiopia, Christian Aid’s 
partner organisation, the 
Ethiopian Orthodox Church 
(EOC), is helping whole com- 
munities gain access to clean 
water for the first time. 
Thanks to this work, farmers 
and their families have been 
able not only to drink clean 
safe water but also grow crops 
all year round and move from 
one to two harvests a year. 

Deacon Abate Desale, from 
the EOC, spoke about the 
projects he co-ordinates on a 
recent visit to the Diocese of 
Oxford. In Slough he told 
people from local churches: 
‘When we help communities 
build irrigation systems, you 
see the people happy again. 
Farmers can grow crops 
where there was just dry land, 
families can grow two crops a 
year. As a result of the 
Christian Aid funded projects 



operated by the Ethiopian 
Orthodox Church people now 
have access to clean water for 
drinking and for irrigation.’ 

Asked if he had a message 
for Christian Aid supporters 
in the UK, Abate replied, 
‘Please thank them for all the 
good things they have brought 
to Ethiopia through the 
Ethiopian Orthodox Church. 
I pray for a long life and pros- 
perity for all those who are 
contributing.’ 

All those across the Diocese 
who support Christian Aid 
Week are among millions of 
people who think poverty is a 
scandal we do not have to 
accept. Your actions, commit- 
ment and contributions will 
bring about a better life for 
people in poor communities 
all over the world. We believe 
in life before death. Life is for 
living, not merely surviving. 

Paul Langley is Christian Aid's 
coordinator for the Berkshire ; 
Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire 




Deacon Abate Desale from the Ethiopian Orthodox Church, who visited the Diocese last month. 

Photo Christian Aid 



Gifts that change lives 

Donations made in Christian Aid Week, 9-15 May 2004, 
will transform lives around the world: 

£5 buys rice for a family in Sierra Leone to plant, pro- 
viding food, income, and seeds for the next season. 

* 

£10 pays for taps and troughs to provide two villages in 
Bolivia with a safe and reliable water supply. 

£15 trains a Guatemalan woman in small business tech- 
niques, and gives her the opportunity to learn how to 
make a sustainable living. 

£17 provides a month's food rations for four Burmese 
refugees. Completing the Gift Aid declaration would pro- 
vide them each with a blanket too. 



Christian Aid Week and your 
church 

Christian Aid Sunday, 9 May, marks the 
beginning of a week of fundraising, 
prayer and action for the world's poorest 
people, on the theme 'We believe in life 
before death'. 

A range of inspiring free resources are 
available to help your church to support 
Christian Aid Week, with prayers and 
preaching from the Dominican Republic, 
and stories of life and hope from 
Tajikistan, Zambia and Nottingham. To 
order resources to help your church get 
involved in Christian Aid Week 2004, 
please call 01865 246818, or visit 
www.christianaid.org.uk/worship. 



Wells/ 

Glastonbury 

Self-catering short breaks & 
holidays. Our cottages are 
comfortable, warm, cosy and loved. 
See: www.pottingshedholidays.co.uk 
E-mail: infb@pottingshedholidays.co.uk 

Tel. 01749 672 857 




CORNWALL 

Large Country House Hotel. 

Fine restaurant, resident pianists, leisure spa. 
Many bargain breaks. Central for Touring. 

Penventon Park Hotel AA+itit 

Tel: Redruth 01209 203000 

Email: manager@penventon.com www.penventon.com 




■ >mnrm 

Parkway Guesthouse 
Family run, select & 
budget accommodation. 
Very reasonable rates. 

Tel: 003531 874 0469 

Email: parkway@eircom.net 




GATWICK - 8 mins. 

Family run B&B - AA ♦♦♦♦ 
Transport & Parking by arrangement 

Brochure: Brian & Uz Pedlow 
Tel: 01293 546222 Fax: 01293 518712 

Email: info@aprilcottageguesthouse.co.uk 
www.aprilcottageguesthouse.co.uk 

NON SMOKING 




FLORIDA 

Orlando 

4 bed, 3 bath, air-conditioned, 
privately owned villa. Sleeps 
8/10, own pool, minutes from 
Disney, Universal Studios. 

Full details / brochure 
Guy & Helen Hurrell 

Tel: 01 865 326776 




DEVON 

FARM COTTAGES 

3 miles beautiful North Coast, 
2 miles Exmoor, sleep 2-6. 
Heated Indoor Pool. 
Games Barn. Peace and quiet 
in secluded 34 acres. 
Short breaks available. 

Tel: 01271 882376 

www.northcotemanorfarm.co.uk 
















T. wT. 












By the time you’ve read this, another child could 
be in danger. 

Every year in the UK 100,000 children run away 
from home or care; 15,000 are thrown out. Fleeing 
neglect and abuse, many are forced to face the 
dangers of life on the streets, with nowhere safe 
to go and no one sound to talk to. This is wrong. 

We need you and your community to support our 
campaign to keep these children safe and sound. 

Please act now. 




1 1 



til 



SAIE 

SOUND? 

Making England safe for young runaways 



Join our Safe and Sound campaign today: 

Visit www.childrenssociety.org.uk/safeandsound 
Call 0845 300 1128 





The 

Children's 

Society 
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World Church . 




Procession of banners at Lady Day service in Abingdon deanery 



Services to inspire 



ON the afternoon of 25 March 
the Mothers' Union in 
Abingdon Deanery held a 
Lady Day Service at St. 
Michael's Church when ten 
Diocesan, Deanery and 
Branch officers were commis- 
sioned by the Revd Dorothy 
Derrick, a Diocesan member. 
The Service was based on the 
liturgy ‘Walking with Mary’ 
provided by Mary Sumner 
House. The congregation of 
over 60 included Abingdon, 
Hanney and Wantage Branch 
members, and Diocesan 
Members from Berinsfield, 
Buckland, Cumnor, Didcot, 
Drayton, Faringdon, Steven- 



ton and Sunningwell. 

Eight banners were 
processed, and a collection of 
over £100 was taken for the 
work of the new MU 
Diocesan Project Worker. 

There were five commis- 
sioning services around the 
diocese, instead of having one 
big service which has been the 
practice in the past. This 
enabled more members to be 
able to attend a local service 
and in every case they proved 
to be inspiring services with 
lots of input from local 
Mothers' Union groups locally 

Diana Hasting Abingdon 
Mothers Union 



Transformation in Uganda 



Revd Dr Peter Walker and Jim 
Findlay from Wycliffe Hall theolog- 
ical college led 12 students on a 
mission to Uganda last month. 
Student Jeremy Jobling reflects on 
the experience for The Door: 

Driving back from Heathrow after just 
one week in Uganda, we were struck by 
the neatness and orderly structure of the 
English countryside. Precision rolling hills, 
pristine clipped hedges in straight rows, 
and tidy stone walls lining the fields con- 
trast with the rugged distinctness of the 
free and wild landscape in Uganda. Not 
only the land, but the people. There is a 
freedom in the character and speech of 
each Ugandan person, unbound by time 
or space, unhindered by a ‘stiff upper lip.’ 
It was a great culture shock returning to 
England. However much Uganda may 
have seemed worlds apart - our experi- 
ence out there was of having so much in 
common through our faith in Jesus Christ. 

At the invitation of Bishop Thomas 
Edison Irigei, Bishop of Kumi Diocese in 
Uganda, 12 ordinands, staff and spouses 
went out to run a conference of training 
and refreshment and also joined in local 
evangelistic events. This partnership ven- 
ture drew on the wisdom and experience 
of local church leaders and was an oppor- 



tunity for us ‘bazungus’ (white people) to 
learn much and give what little we were 
able to bring. Many lives were trans- 
formed by the power and love of Jesus 
Christ, not least of whom were the twelve 
team members from Oxford. We were 
overwhelmed at the openness, warmth and 
generosity of the reception we received, 
and the humility with which local church 
leaders came for refreshing and teaching. 

Dr Peter Walker taught powerfully on 
the theme ‘Meet Jesus our King.’ These 
Cross-centred talks had delegates on the 
edge of their seats all through the week 
and resulting conversations and prayer 
ministry had a profound impact. 
Archdeacon John Omagor, who co-ordi- 
nated the visit on the Kumi Diocese end, 
said how moved he was to see the change 
in each of his clergy and lay readers as the 
week progressed. Jim Findlay, who has 
previously led a number of teams to 
Uganda, was our main team liaison 
between Kumi and Wycliffe and spoke of 
how quickly a deep level of intimacy and 
friendship had developed between the 
Wycliffe team and our Ugandan friends. 
We were humbled to discover how few 
clergy and lay readers had their own 
bibles, a possession many in the West take 
for granted. What a privilege it was to pro- 
vide each delegate with his or her own copy 
of the Good News Bible. The joy and 



appreciation was overwhelming! Leaving a 
copy of God’s word in the hands of God’s 
people would alone have made the whole 
visit worthwhile! It was also a privilege to 
go out with local evangelists to the villages, 
speaking to men and women, young and 
old, and to see how readily so many accept- 
ed Christ into their lives. The fields are cer- 
tainly ‘ripe unto harvest!’ Nothing could 
ever have fully enough prepared our team 
for the evening outreach events in local vil- 
lages. The response to the Jesus film was 
massive and many turned to Christ or 
renewed their faith in him at these events. 
As one team member put it: ‘It has changed 
my life!’ - words echoed in the hearts of the 
rest of the team. 

The depth of servant-ship found in the 
local people and the profound ways in 
which they served our team were extremely 
moving. Some of the women were awake 
hours before us in the morning, preparing 
our food, and were still cleaning up 
behind us long after we’d gone to bed. We 
learnt more about Christian service from 
some of these people than could ever be 
grasped from a sermon on the same. 

There is a great hope that Wycliffe 
Hall will be able to commit to the ongo- 
ing ministry in Kumi Diocese through 
similar events in future and to build on 
the partnership we have with our broth- 
ers and sisters in Uganda. 



Book in confidence with The Door Readers Travel Offer to 



WALES AND THE MARCHES 

Thursday to Monday 26th- 30th August 2004 
For the annual Victorian Festival at Llandrindod Wells 



Package price £390 per person includes 

• standard class return rail travel from your local station 

• 4 nights en suite 3-star hotel accommodation 

• table d’hote dinner and cooked Welsh breakfast 

• accompanying Tour Manager 

• Victorian entertainment on 2 evenings 

• scenic coach tour to Aberystwyth for steam railway 

• coach tour to Welshpool for steam railway 

• optional visit to Powis castle (not included) 

• maximum group size 35 persons 

• single room supplement £50 per person 



For colour brochure, further details or booking form you are cordially invited to contact 
Chiltem Trains, Brunei House, Station Road, Chinnor, Oxon, 0X39 4GW 
Or telephone 01844 353500 (ansaphone service outside office hours) 
Or fax us on 01844 352492 or email thedooroffer@chilterntrains.com 

Or visit our website at www.chilterntrains.com 



only 

£390 

per person 
inclusive 
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Advertising 



TO ADVERTISE RING: 01527 892945 



The Real Need For Garin, 



Chipping Norton Abbeyfield Home Expands 



A HOLIDAY MADE FOR YOU!! 



Merton House Hotel - Is a special 
hotel catering for the elderly and 
people with disabilities. 
Situated in the historic market town 
of Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire, 
Merton House has a beautiful 
location overlooking the River Wye 
and across to the Black Mountains 
of Wales. 




Enjoy our amazing Special Summer Holiday in this 
picturesque location in our beautiful hotel dating back 
to the 1780's. 

If you need a holiday in peaceful surroundings within a 
friendly environment, then Merton House Hotel is the 
Holiday Hotel you need to try. 



All holidays are half-board and include a free trip in our specially adapted 
mini-bus. Entertainment four nights of the week in our newly refurbished 
sun lounge and additional sight-seeing trips as requested. 

Don 't delay - book as soon as possible as only a limited 
number of rooms available . 

TO BOOK - TELEPHONE THE HOTEL ON: 

01989 563252 



The Old Bakehouse, an 
Abbeyfield U K home at 
Chadlington, near 
Chipping Norton in 
Oxfordshire, was founded 
in 1984 with rooms for 
seven independent elderly 
people. The original build- 
ing was donated by a 



local bene- 
factor who 
remained as 
an 

Abbeyfield resident for the rest of 
his life. 

Now, thanks to Housing 
Corporation funding and local 
donations, a major building and 
improvement project is well under- 
way. The Old Bakehouse will offer 
four more en-suite rooms, plus a 
purpose-built assisted bathroom 



and a large lounge area with views 
over the lovely garden. All existing 
rooms will have private facilities 
and the residents 7 wing will benefit 
from a lift as well as the current 
stair lift. 

The Old Bakehouse will continue to 
provide a homely environment for 
up to 11 residents, supported by the 
Housekeeper, her Deputies, the 
Cleaner and the Administrator. 
Lunch and tea are provided every 
day (often with fresh produce from 



the garden). Morning coffee is 
served in the lounge and residents 
prepare their own breakfast at 
leisure. 

The house is set in the north-west 
Oxfordshire village of Chadlington, 
with the village shop and post office 
within a short walking distance. 
Enquiries and visitors are always 
welcome. 

For more information, please con- 
tact the Administrator or 
Housekeeper on 01608 676652. 



The Wyndham Housing Association 



The Wyndham Housing 
Association was established 
30 years ago to provide a 
happy and secure 
environment for elderly 
people who wished to retain 
their independence, free of 
the worries of home 
ownership, and yet knowing 
that help was close at hand 
whenever it was needed. 

The Association runs two 
house, both within easy 
reach of the centre of 



l§)yndfi am Jdousiny 
dissociation 

The Wyndham Housing Association 
provides worry-free accommodation for 
active over 60s. Situated close to the 
cultural and social life of historic Oxford, 
we offer self contained one-bedroom flats 
for sale or rent. 

Services provided include heating, 
lighting, repairs, laundry facilities, guest 
rooms, pleasant court yard gardens. 

The Warden is on call 24 hours a day. 

A cooked lunch and a light supper are 
served to each flat daily. 




For further information please contact: 

The Administrator, Wyndham House, 
Plantation Road, Oxford OX2 6JJ. 

Tel: 01865 511239 



FEATURE 



AGE DENTURE CENTRE 



DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF 
DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 20 years 

We make dentures look like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the premises 
FREE CONSULTATION 

Sunken features can be supported 
to return to your natural 
appearance 

• Economy dentures for senior citizens 

• Delicate chrome plates 

• Comfortable soft linings 

• Evening appointments 

• For the ultimate life-like dentures 
enquire about our IVOCLAR 
DENTURE SYSTEM 




is • Quality Porcelain Teeth 




Available 



* Phone for a free information pack 

DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE YOU WAIT 
For appointments phone (24 hour) 



ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 



’it 




Christian Nursing Home 
The Hawthorns 
Banbury, Oxon 0X16 9FA 
Tel: 01295 279963 
Reg Charity No: 297937 



We provide full Nursing Care within 
a Christian environment. 

We are able to offer accommodation to 
elderly people, whether they are funded 
by private means, or through Social 
Services. 

Our philosophy is to: 

....Show mercy and compassion to one 
another. Zech 7:9 



Green Pastures Christian Nursing Home 
Green Pastures Christian Nursing Home has been 
providing nursing care in Banbury for 12 years. The 
home was purpose built and was initially a project 
of the Baptist Church in the town, which still has a 
lively interest in the work. It is now run as a non- 
profit making charitable company with a Board of 
Directors drawn from churches across the area. The 
Home remains a popular choice for local people. 
We have all the facilities required to care for very 
dependent residents. Our Activities Organiser keeps 
residents stimulated socially and there are weekly 
worship services and monthly communions for 
their spiritual needs. 

In May a small extension was opened which 
provides enhanced facilities including more single 
rooms. This will help us in our efforts to provide 
quality care to those most in need. 



Oxford. Charles Ponsonby 
House is situated in 
Osberton Road, Oxford, and 
offers flats for sale on a 
leasehold basis. The house 
has an attractive, peaceful 
and private garden. 
Wyndham House is situated 
in Plantation Road, Oxford, 
and offers flats for rent. 
Both houses offer a similar 
range of services as part of 
the rent and / or service 
charge. 

• 24-hour warden cover 

• Heating, lighting, 



mains services 

• Emergency alarm system 
and secure entry system 

• Water rates # 

• Repairs and routine 
maintenance 

• Contribution to the 
Property Services Renewal 
Fund 

• In-house catering services 
provide one main meal and 
a light supper delivered to 
each flat daily 

• Cleaning of communal 
areas, gardening, laundry 
facilities and refuse 



col lection. The Wyndham 
Housing Association does 



NOT provide any form of 
medical or nursing care. 



ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising in the 
tranquilliser-free care of patients with Alzheimer’s disease. 
We have qualified and experienced staff, large gardens 
and grounds, and beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term , or respite care, contact: 
GEORGE TUTHILL 

who will be pleased to show you around. 

^ARDINGTON Near Banbury, 

^OUSE Oxon 0X17 1SD 

nursing HOME Telephone: (01295) 750513 






Abbey Held 

Where older people find f care in housing 



The Old Bakehouse, Chadlington, 
Oxfordshire 

Provides supported housing with a 
family atmosphere for independent 
older people. 

Our village house has a large garden 
with beautiful views. 
Housekeeper provides two home- 
cooked meals per day. 
Residents have their own furniture 
and belongings. 

From £645 per month all inclusive 
(possible local authority funding) 

Please ring: 01608 676652 
or 01608 676617 



The College of St Barnabas 

(Reg. Charity No. 205220) 




Single & Married accommodation for retired clergy 
Two-roomed flats with en-suite 
Chapels with daily services; libraries; full catering, 
laundry & cleaning 

Situated next door to Dormans railway station 
Enquiries to: 

The Reverend the Warden, College of St Barnabas, Lingfield 
RH7 6NJ. Tel: 01342 870260 www.collofstbamabas.com 



College of St Barnabas 

St Barnabas consists of men and women who are 
still dedicated to a Christian purpose and a life 
of prayer. Subject to the limitations of their age 
they still live and work for that purpose. And the 
first thing that strikes any visitor is the 
friendship and sheer happiness of the place. The 
refectory rings with laughter morning, noon and 
night. 

The College is unique in that though it is 
Anglican it is financially independent of the 
Church of England. We are therefore dependent 
upon donations and legacies for the continuation 
of our charitable purpose. 



Sheltered Housing at 
West Court Banbury 




West Court is a friendly, modem development of one 
bedroom flats adapted to meet the practical needs of older " 
men and women and within walking distance from a variety 
of amenities. Each flat is centrally heated with a lounge, kitchen, 
bathroom and either a single or a double person bedroom. 

The scheme is run by Methodist Homes Housing Association, and a Manager 
provides general support throughout the week and there is an offsite emergency call system 
outside of these times. West Court is not just for Methodists however, applications are welcomed from any 
older person in the community (from the age of 55 years upward), and who feel that living in a secure 
environment will meet their future needs. 

Facilities include a large communal lounge and a laundry room and there is a guest room available for 
visitors at a reasonable charge. 

For more information please contact the scheme manager on:01295 258859 

45 West Street BanbuTy Oxon 0X16 3RA ^^ M< H^H0USjTlCJ 

Company Limited by Guarantee - 4043124 Registered as a Charity - No 1083995 |#| AsSOOBtiOTI 

Methodist Homes for the Aged is part of MHA Care Group support and chokt for older people 
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The Hawthorns 

Gracious Retirement l iving 



The Hawthorns, 18-19 Elton Road, 
Clevedon, North Somerset BS21 7EH 



means relaxed independent retirement living, with support services 
such as activities, three meals provided daily in our Dining Room, 
excursions, live-in managers, housekeeping, and more! 
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COURSES TRAINING 



CONFERENCES 



WORKSHOPS 



the 

what's 



MAY 

Sun 2 WENDOVER St Mary’s 
Church open every Sunday in sum- 
mer for tea and home-made cakes 
2.30-5pm. 01296 622088. 

Sun 2 - Mon 3 BUTLERS 
CROSS Ellesborough Church 
open 2-5pm; tea and home-made 
cakes. 01844 345254. 

Mon 3 BULSTRODE PARK 
WEC International open day: semi- 
nars, speakers (inc. Brother Yun), 
activities, children’s events, child- 
care, refreshments. Free; no need to 
book. Grounds open 10am, first 
session 11.15am. Bulstrode, 
Oxford Rd, Gerrards Cross, SL9 
8SZ; 01753 884631; <info@wec- 
int.org>, <www.wec-int.org.uk>. 
Wed 5 (and 19) AMERSHAM 
ON THE HILL ‘Counting People 
In’: discussion of Richard Thomas’ 
book, St Michael’s Church 
(Sacristry) 8-9.30pm (continuing 
2 and 30 June). 01494 722674. 
Sat 8 WENDOVER Emma 
Kirkby and London Baroque St 
Mary’s Church 8pm. Tickets £10. 
01296 622805. 

Sat 8 BANBURY Romantic 
evening of music by Michel 
Legrand with Dominic Alldis 
Ensemble and Pavao String quar- 
tet, St Mary’s Church 7.45pm. 
Tickets £12. 01295 259855. 

Sat 8 MILTON KEYNES Concert 
(flute, clarinet, bassoon) Church of 
Christ the Cornerstone 12.30pm. 
Tickets £3.50 on door. Programme 
of Music at the City Church from 



post 



01908 246486, Comerstone.music 
@tesco.net 

Sat 9 MILTON KEYNES Annual 
Service of Remembrance and 
Thanksgiving for those we have 
loved and lost, Church of Christ the 
Cornerstone 3pm. 01908 568413. 
Sun 9 READING Rockmass 23 
celebrated by Bishop of Ebbsfleet, 
St Marks’ Church, Cranbury Rd 
7pm. 0118 941 5019. 

Thu 13 BANBURY Helping 
Pregnant Mothers, the Terminally 
111 and our Society to Choose Life’ 
Banbury Life Group Discussion, St 
John’s Rooms South Bar, 7.30pm. 
01295 720627. 

Sat 15 CHESHAM Gala concert 
including Faure Requiem and 
Cantique de Jean Racine. St 
Mary’s Church 7.30pm. Tickets 
£8 01494 772596. 

Sat 15 SONNING COMMON 
Spring Fair in Village Hall 
9.30am. 0118 972 3890. 

Sat 15 PURLEY ON THAMES 
Eric Petrossian: one-man perfo- 
mance of four Gospels ‘Kingdom 
Come: the Life of Christ (text from 
NIV) St Mary’s Church 7.30pm. 
Tickets £2.50 0118 941 7727, 
0118 942 1547. 

Sat 15 - TUe 25 STRATFIELD 

MORTIMER St Mary’s Festival: 
concerts, rockfest evening, servic- 
es. Details Benefice Office 0118 
9333 3704; 0118 933 2648. 

Sun 16 WORLD DEBT DAY 

Ideas and resources: Jubilee Debt 
Campaign, tel. 020 7324 4722; 
<www.jubileedebtcampaign. 
org.uk>. 

TUe 18 - Wed 19 NETTLEBED 

Two days of prayer: drop in 9am- 
9pm, stay as long as you like; dif- 



compiled by Clare Wenham 

May 2004 



ferent types of prayer and some- 
one to talk to if you wish. 
Nettlebed Church Hall. 01491 
638601. 

Sat 22 BUSCOT near Faringdon 
Outreach Concert (harp and 
voice): sacred and secular music; 
performers will talk about their 
Christian faith. Little Theatre, 
Buscot Park 7.30pm. Tickets £5 
01367 242867. 

Wed 26 MILTON KEYNES 

Prof. Tim Gorringe talks on ‘A 
Theology of the Built 
Environment’, Church of Christ* 
the Cornerstone 7.30pm. 

Thu 27 MILTON KEYNES 
Mozart Requiem by Canzonetta 
Singers, St Mary’s Church, 
Wavendon 7.45pm. Admission by 
programme (£4 donation) 01908 
582839. 

Fri 28 FINGEST Healing service 
with laying on of hands and 
anointing at Holy Communion 
10.15am. 01491 571231. 

Fri 28 - Mon 31 WEST 

WYCOMBE Beauty of Bucks 
Flower Festival, St Lawrence on 
the Hill. Fri, Sat, Mon 10am-5pm; 
Sun 2-5pm. Tower open and 
refreshments available all weekend 
Sat 29 - Mon 31 BAMPTON 
Nursery Rhymes Flower Festival 
St Mary the Virgin Church. 01993 
850333. 

Sat 29 - Mon 31 ASTON 
ABBOTTS Flower Festival St 
James’ Church 12-5pm. Sat-Sun: 
teas 2-4. 30pm; Mon: ploughman’s 
lunches 12. 30-2. 30pm. 01296 
681343. 

Sun 30 - Mon 31 SONNING 

ON THAMES Scarecrow exhibi- 
tion in St Andrew’s Church, 



The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events 
and is designed to be hung on church noticeboards. Please send your 
events in to the door@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. 
The deadline for the June issue is 1 3 May 



churchyard and local gardens and 
adjacent roads. 0118 969 2800. 

Sun 30 - Mon 31 BUTLERS 
CROSS Ellesborough Church open 
2-5pm; tea and home-made cakes. 
Mon 31 BUTLERS CROSS 

Gardens Open in aid of Ellesbor- 
ough Church Building Fund 
10.30am-5pm. Refreshments 
Tickets £4 from village hall on 
day. Church open; tea and home- 
made cakes. 01844 345254. 

JUNE 

Sat 12 - Sun 13 ROTHER- 
FIELD GREYS Gardens and 
Village Weekend: gardens open, 
art exhibition, flower festival 
(llam-5pm), cricket (2pm), con- 
cert (Sat 7.30pm), choral even- 
song (Sun 6pm). £5 per day; tickets 
01491 573245, <oveyhernes@ 

aol.com> or on day. 

Sat 19 - Sun 20 DUCKUNGTON 
Village Open Gardens 1.30-5. 30pm. 
Admission by programme £2.50. 
Plants, books, teas, etc. Flower 
Festival St Bartholomew’s Church, 
picture exhibition in Baptist Church 
(no dogs; children under 12 with 
adults please). 

Sat 26 - Sun 27 LITTLE MIS- 
SENDEN Patronal Flower 
Festival (Little Missenden w. 
Hyde Heath & Little Kingshill) 
Open gardens and scarecrows in 
three villages. Refreshments and 
stalls Little Missenden Church. Sat 
llam-5pm; Sun 12-5pm. 

Wed 30 MILTON KEYNES Talk 
by John Battle MP: ‘A City with 
Soul: the role of the faith commu- 
nities’, Church of Christ the 
Cornerstone 7.30pm (note new 
date). 



Courses 

Diocese of Oxford 

8 May Homosexuality & the 
Bible St Mary’s Church Centre, 
Twyford 10am-4pm £15 (bring 
lunch) 

Sheila Townsend, Diocesan 
Church House, tel. 0186S 208277, 
<sheila.townsend @oxford. 
anglican.org>. 

21 May Temple of the Holy Spirit: 
working with the body as Christ- 
ian counsellors and carers 
Diocesan Church House 9.45 am 
(coffee 9.30)-2.30pm (bring lunch) 
FOCUS members £15, others £20. 
Catherine Lemmon, Diocesan 
Church House, tel. 0186S 208214. 
Book by 21 May. 

27 May The Nature of Mental 
Health and Responding to Mental 
Health Needs Training and 
resource day Diocesan Church 
House 9.30am-3.45pm (bring 
lunch). 

Elizabeth Hodgkins, Diocesan 
Church House, tel. 01865 208252; 
<Elizabeth.hodgkins@oxford. 
anglican.org>. 

8 June Exploring Anglicanism St 
Mary’s Church Meeting Room, 
Church Gate, Thatcham 
7.45-9.30pm £15 
Sheila Toumsend (see above) 

Milton Keynes TVaining 

16 June Pastoral Care (5 weeks) 
Newport Pagnell Methodist 
Church, 7.45-9.45pm £5.50 per 
session 

Jane Jowitt, do Bradwell Chapel, 
Loughton Rd, Bradwell, MK13 
9AA, <mktraincom@aol.com> 



Oxford Radcliffe Hospitals 
NHS Trust 

6 July Caring for the Spirit in 
Older People: interdisciplinary 
conference 9.30 am-4.30pm 
John Radcliffe Hospital, Oxford 
£75 inc. lunch. 

Revd Corinne Smith, tel. 01 865 
226090; <corinne. smith 
@orh.nhs.uk> 

St Albans and Oxford 
Ministry Training Scheme 

Courses start (5 sessions) 

I June Old Testament Themes 

I I May Faith Development 

1 June Communicating the Gospel 
Ripon College, Cuddesdon £25 
Gill Pratley, SOAMC, Diocesan 
Church House, tel. 01865 
208260. 



BBC RADIO OXFORD 
95.2 

BBC RADIO BERKSHIRE 
104.1 

Enjoy your Sunday Breakfast 
Sundays 6-9 am 
Local religious views, church 
news, favourite hymns 



Services at Christ Church 
Cathedral 

Sundays: 8am Holy 
Communion; 10am Matins; 
11.15am Sung Eucharist; 6pm 
Evensong 

Weekdays: 7.15am Matins; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 
6pm Evensong (Thursdays 
5.35pm, Sung Eucharist 6pm). 
Wednesdays only: 1.05pm 
Holy Communion 



April Prayer Diary 



compiled by Pam Gordon 



Tuesday 25 Oxford St Mary 
Magdalen: clergy - Hugh 

Wybrew, Peter Groves; licensed 
lay minister - Alan Palmer. 

Wednesday 26 Oxford St 
Mary the Virgin with St Cross 
with St Peter in the East: cler- 
gy - Brian Mountford, Harriet 
Harris. 

Thursday 27 Oxford St 
Matthew: clergy - Steve Hellyer, 
Pam McKellen; licensed lay min- 
isters - Elizabeth Bishop, Jane 
Usher, Alan Wallis; youth work- 
er - Y. Morris. Oxford St Luke: 
clergy - Tim Bradshaw; lay pas- 
tor - Jane Sherwood. 

Friday 28 Oxford St 
Michael at the North Gate 
with St Martin and All Saints: 
clergy - Hugh Lee, G. 
Westhaver. 

Saturday 29 Oxford St 
Thomas the Martyr with St 
Frideswide and Binsey: clergy 
- Richard Martin; churchwar- 
dens during vacancy. 



( Let us therefore boldly 
approach the throne of grace, 
in order that we may receive 
mercy and find grace to give 
us timely help 9 Hebrews 4:16 

* Let us pray to God our Father 
for: 

Saturday 1 Sonning Deanery. 
Thank God for much good 
work going on in our parishes. 
Pray for everyone involved in 
the Deanery Pastoral Plan 
process. Pray for those with 
new appointments in the 
deanery and their parishes, 
Paul Parks, Roy Burgess, 
Richard Warden, John Castle, 
Kathryn Campbell, with 
thanks for those who have 
supported during each inter- 
regnum. Area dean - Graham 
Hamborg; synod lay chairman 
- Judith Scott. 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF 
EASTER 

* Sunday 2 VOCATION 
SUNDAY. For the Network: 
chairman - Hilary Unwin. For 
deanery advisers. For all ini- 
tiatives and services that 
encourage and enable the 

* development of lay, religious 

and ordained vocations. 
Monday 3 Arborfield with 
Barkham: clergy - Piers 

Bickersteth, Timothy Silk; licensed 
lay minister - Russell Shipton. 
Bear Wood: clergy - Haigh 
Etches. Woosehill Community 



Church (LEP): clergy - Helen 
White; licensed lay minister - 
Elaine Steere. 

TUesday 4 California St Mary 
and St John: clergy - Carol 
Edwards, Hugh Wakeling, John 
Edwards. Crowthome St John 
the Baptist: clergy - Brian 
Spence; licensed lay ministers - 
Gillian Gyenes, Lewis 
Simmons, Hazel Berry. As we 
celebrate the consecration of 
Stephen Cottrell as Bishop of 
Reading we pray for him and 
his ministry and for his family 
in their move to the diocese. 
Wednesday5 Finchampstead 
St James: clergy - Joan 

Wakeling; churchwardens 
during vacancy; licensed lay 
minister - Keith Atton. 
Owlsmoor Group Ministry 
with Sandhurst: churchwar- 
dens during vacancy. 
Sandhurst Group Ministry 
with Owlsmoor: clergy - John 
White; churchwardens during 
vacancy. 

Thursday 6 Wokingham All 
Saints: clergy - David Hodgson, 
Paul Cowan, Colin James, Tony 
Kemp. Wokingham St 

Sebastian: clergy - Andrew 
Marsden, Erik Fudge, Marina 
Brain; licensed lay ministers - 
Jill Bright, Ann Potts . 

Friday 7 Wokingham St Paul: 
clergy - Roger Stillman, Roy 
Holmes; licensed lay minister - 
Jane Stillman. Emmbrook 
Community Church St 

Nicholas: clergy - Roy Burgess. 



Saturday 8 Hurst St 
Nicholas: clergy - Paul Parks, 
Clifford Smith, David Webster; 
licensed lay ministers - Pat 
Smith. 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF 
EASTER 

Sunday 9 CHRISTIAN AID 
WEEK BEGINS <www.chris- 
tian-aid.org.uk> 

Monday 10 Sonning St 
Andrew and Charvil St 
Patrick: clergy - Chris Clarke, 
Michael Forrer; licensed lay 
ministers - David Sims, Bob 
Peters. 

TUesday 11 Wargrave with 
Knowl Hill: clergy - John 
Ratings, Pam Gordon, Judith 
Thomas, Bob Whiteley; 
licensed lay minister - 
Granville Hawkes; youth 
worker Ami Bedford. 
Wednesday 12 Ruscombe 
St James and Twyford St Mary 
the Virgin: clergy - Graham 
Hamborg, Tim Dakin, Des 
Foote, Michael Hopkins, 
URC; licensed lay ministers - 
Paul Minton, Robert Cuffe- 
Adams, Geoffrey Pugh. 
Thursday 13 Oxford 
Deanery. For the many pres- 
sures arising from vacancies 
and suspended livings; the 
rewriting of the Deanery 
Pastoral Plan. The new area 
dean - Anthony Ellis and the 
parish of St Mary, Kidlington. 
Synod lay chairman - Diana 
McMahon and her new twin 



daughters, Alice and Rosie; 
the youth worker: licensed lay 
ministers - Jeanne Lindley, B. 
Armour and E. Prytherch for 
Oxford Deaf Church; indus- 
trial chaplain - Barbara 
Hayes. 

Friday 14 Kidlington with 
Hampton Poyle: clergy - 
Anthony Ellis, George 
Coppen, John Jackson, Jim 
Turner; licensed lay minister - 
Lesley Heffer. 

Saturday 15 Oxford St 
Aldate: clergy - Charlie 

Cleverly; student chaplain - 
Simon Ponsonby; parish evan- 
gelist - Matt Rees. 

THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF 
EASTER 

Sunday 16 ROGATION 
SUNDAY. For rural commu- 
nities and the work of the 
Church in meeting their par- 
ticular needs. The Bishop of 
Dorchester and his work as 
the rural lead on the diocesan 
senior staff. Diocesan rural 
officer - Glyn Evans; archdea- 
conry rural officers - Michael 
O’Connor, John Townend. 
Monday 1 7 Wolvercote with 
Summertown (LEP): clergy - 
Jan Rushton, David Michaels, 
R. Whitehead, Christopher Ball, 
William Pryor; lay ministers - 
Margaret Clarke, Tony Lemon. 
TUesday 18 South Hinksey 
with New Hinl^sey: clergy - 
James Wilkinson, Balwant 
Singh. 



Wednesday 19 North 
Hinksey St Lawrence with SS 
Peter and Paul, Botley: clergy 
- W. Browning, Philip Budd; 
churchwardens during vacan- 
cy; licensed lay minister - Ken 
Goff. 

Thursday 20 ASCENSION 
DAY. Oxford St Andrew: 
clergy - Andrew Wingfield 
Digby, Stephen Coe, Richard 
Cunningham, Tim Garrett; 
licensed lay ministers - Paul 
Clifford, Paula Clifford, 
David Wright, Donald Hay; 
youth workers - Rhiannon 
Parfitt, Rob Humphreys. 
Friday 21 Oxford St 
Barnabas and St Paul: clergy - 
Michael Wright, Lome Denny, 
Anthony Rustell, Dennis 
Mason; licensed lay minister - 
Margaret Ellis. 

Saturday 22 Oxford St 
Ebbe with Holy Trinity and St 
Peter-le-Bailey: clergy - 

Vaughan Roberts, Julian 
Bidgood, Peter Wilkinson. 



THE SEVENTH SUNDAY 
OF EASTER 

Sunday 23 We pray for the 
mission of the Church, for 
every member ministry. 
Monday 24 Oxford St Giles, St 
Philip and St James with St 
Margaret: clergy - Andrew 
Bunch, Georgie Simpson, 
Michael Screech; licensed lay 
ministers - David Longrigg, 
Margaret Hollis. 



PENTECOST 

Sunday 30 As we celebrate 
the light of the Holy Spirit 
resting on the Church in 
power we pray for our 
response to the gospel, espe- 
cially for Cutting Edge 
Ministries. 

Monday 31 Oxford Deaf 
Church: clergy - Roger 

Williams, Ben Whitaker; 
licensed lay ministers - B. 
Armour, E. Prytherch. 
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On set for 
the Life of 
Christ 

Intended as a play to mark the 
Millennium, the Life of Christ 
at the Wintershall Estate is to 
go into its sixth year. 

The play begins with the 
Nativity and ends with the 
Ascension and has been 
described as ‘an incredible 
experience’. The audience 
moves with the action around 
the estate. Come prepared for 
any weather and bring a 
packed lunch. 

The play runs this year 
from 22 to 27 June and lasts 5 
and a half hours. There are 
over 200 people in the cast. 

For tickets visit the website 
www.wintershall-estate.com 



Through the eyes of C S Lewis: books, 
broadcasts and war 
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COLLECTED LETTER OF C S 



LEWIS. VOL. 2 

EDITED BY WALTER HOOPER 



On set at Wintershall 



HARPER COLLINS 
£35.00 

THIS second volume of C S 
Lewis letters has been eagerly 
awaited by his fans, of which I 
am unashamedly one. The 
first volume came out over 
three years ago, and we had 
been expecting this one at 
least 12 months ago. But 



painstakingly researched, 
meticulously put together and 
simply enormous in size (1132 
pages) it is worth the wait. 

These letters cover Lewis 
from his early days at 
Magdalen College, where he is 
writing his first work of liter- 
ary history, The Allegory of 
Love. He is holding regular 
meetings with The Inklings, 
where Tolkien reads aloud 
chapters of his unfinished 
Lord of the Rings. 

Striking to me was Lewis’ 
misogyny in places. He writes 
of his disappointment at being 
forced to dine with a friend’s 
wife arid sister in law, and lis- 
ten to their conversation with- 
out any time for ‘real talk’ (ie 
male conversation). But this 
caused me to smile more than 
anything else: and look for- 
ward even more to the next 
volume which will take us 
through Lewis’ correspon- 
dence as he fell in love and 
married Joy Gresham. 

This volume of letters takes 



A train journey read to chuckle over 



This is an enchanting little book, which 
caused chuckles as I read. It is a book to dip 
into but could be finished on a not-too-long 
train journey. Don Maclean, presenter of 
Radio 2’s Good Morning Sunday, has includ- 
ed some of his own reflections as well as 
many pieces sent in by listeners. I especially 
enjoyed ‘ASAP’: 

'There's work to do, deadlines to meet, 

You've got no time to spare 
But as you hurry and scurry 
ASAP - Always Say a Prayer. 

It may seem that your worries 
Are more than you can bear 
Slow down, take a breather, 

ASAP - Always Say a Prayer. 

God knows how stressful life is, 



He wants to ease our cares, 

He'll respond to all your needs 
ASAP - Always Say a Prayer.' 

Here’s another snippet of the many to appreci- 
ate in this book: 

'The next time you feel like God can't use you, 
remember the following people:... 

...Zaccheus was too small ... 

Paul was too religious ... 

Timothy had an ulcer ...And Lazarus was dead! 

Clemency Fox 

9 CLOSER TO HEAVEN 



9 DON MACLEAN 



H0DDER & STOUGHTON 



Closer 
to Heaven 



I £6.99 




CHRISTIAN 

COUNSELLOR 

‘Helping you to help yourself 

Confidential Counselling 
Also available 'e' counselling & online 
therapy using up to date computer 
technology. 

For information or to make an 
appointment contact Barbara Lee 

Tel: 0778 690 3393 

barbara@lee6412.freeserve.co.uk 



The Diocese of Oxford 

Diocesan Director 
of Studies 

The Bishop wishes to appoint an inspiring and dedicated 
person for the role of Diocesan Director of Studies. 

Working in a team with the Principal of OLM training 
and the Director of LLM (Reader) training, our ideal 
candidate will have experience in the world of adult and 
theological education. Overseeing and developing the 
diocesan competency based portfolio scheme will be a 
key element of the work, alongside teaching, and 
supervising the training of new ministries as they 
emerge. The diocese is fully committed to the regional 
theological partnerships and the proposals of the Hind 
Working Party. 

Salary - SEO scale £25,818 to £30,210 per annum. 

The post holder will be based in North Hinksey on the 
outskirts of Oxford, working as part of a lively and 
innovative department. 

For full details and an application pack please 
telephone 01865 208200, 
or e mail sally.wildman@oxford.anglican.org 
Closing date for receipt of applications is 13th May 2004 
Interviews will take place 27th and 28th May. 

We are committed to the promotion of equal 
opportunities for all 
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him through the writing of 
The Screwtape Letters, and 
then to the airwaves and his 
talks for the BBC that are 
eventually turned into Mere 
Christianity. It ends with the 
birth of the Lion, the Witch 
and the Wardrobe. 

As Lewis’ works begin to be 
published, his circle of corre- 
sponds balloons, and many 
letters are written in response 
to his readers. The tone of the 
letters in this second volume 
tends to be, in places, less the 
private Lewis than Lewis the 
published author and Lewis 
the literary critic. There are 
even letters in Latin to St 
Giovanni Calabria of Verona 
(helpfully translated!) But he 
stays also true to old boyhood 
friends, including Arthur 
Greeves, and these letters con- 
tinue to provide us with 
details of his home life, which 
is growing increasingly trou- 
blesome as the elderly woman 
he has looked after for years 
grows frail. 



This is a fantastic collection: 
a must for all those who 
appreciate C S Lewis. 

Rebecca Pave ley 

Special Offer for 
readers of the Door! 

Order a copy of CS Lewis: 
Collected Letters Volume 2 at 
the special price of £30.00, a 
saving of £5 off the RRR 

Or order a copy of C S 
Lewis: Collected Letters 

Volume 1 at the special price of 
£20.00, a saving of £5 off the 
RRR 

Simply call the Harper- 
Collins Hotline on 0870 787 
1724 and quote Dept. 45 D for 
Volume 2 or 45E for Volume 1. 
Or, write to Mail Order 
Dept.45D or 45E, Harper- 
Collins Publishers, Westerhill 
Road, Bishopbriggs, Glasgow 
G64 2QT, enclosing a cheque 
made payable to Harper- 
Collins Publishers. Postage and 
packing is free on all UK 
orders. Please allow 21 days for 
delivery. Offer expires 31 July. 



Win the first two 
volumes of C S 
Lewis’ Collected 
Letters (worth £60) 

THE Door has three prizes 
of the two volume set of C S 
Lewis' Collected Letters. 

To win a set, we are asking 
readers to compose a mod- 
ern day Screwtape letter. It 
doesn't have to mimic the 
Lewis style, but needs to be 
in the format of 'devilish 
correspondence' and the best 
way of tempting people to 
sin today. 

Please keep entries short, 
around 300 words, and send 
them to the C S Lewis com- 
petition, The Door, Diocesan 
Church House, North 
Hinksey Lane, Oxford 0X2 
0NB or door@oxford.angli- 
can. org by 19 May. 

We hope to publish the 
best entries in the June 
Door. 



The Hawthorns 

THE HAWTHORNS the best 
living experience of your life 






During the last decade, the Hawthorns has 
become the place to experience luxury Gracious 
Retirement. 

The Hawthorns is situated in the Victorian 
picturesque sea-side town of Clevedon, North 
Somerset. The impressive building is set right on 
the sea front in its own grounds which has breath 
taking views across the Bristol Channel. 

The Hawthorns consists of spacious individual 
apartments ranging from a studio apartment to a 
two-bedroom apartment - some have a balcony and 
others have access to patios. 

Delicious and nutritious meals are served in the 
elegant dining area three times a day. 

Incorporated in the building is a library, 
interdenominational chapel, TV lounge, games 
room, a unisex hairdressers and beauty salon. 
There’s also a coffee lounge where you can meet 
with friends, read the papers over a coffee, sample 
the home-made cakes or simply sit and relax for a 
while. 

The managers and co-managers live in and are on 
call in case of emergencies. 

Linen and towels are provided and are changed 
weekly and the apartments are cleaned once a week 
too. 

The Hawthorns has a coach that takes residents 
most mornings to the town centre and on full and 
half days tours throughout the week. 

We have a full calendar of events from evening 
entertainment, video evenings to art classes. 

This really is stress free living at its best! 

THE PEOPLE OF THE HAWTHORNS 

So who lives at The Hawthorns? What kind of 
people would choose to live there? Why would 
someone chose to 
move to The 
Hawthorns? 

The answers are as 
varied as the 
people themselves. 



There are 105 residents living at The Hawthorns in 
gracious retirement. All of them appreciate the 
lifestyles and the services. But if you asked them 
individually why they moved to the Hawthorns, here 
is what they may say:- 

"After my wife died, I realized what a great cook 
she was and how little I knew about preparing 
decent meals. And eating alone every day wasn't 
something I enjoyed" A Resident of 5 years. 

"I have lived in a large property for most of my life 
and although I could no longer manage the up keep 
when my husband died, it was important to me to 
be able to have access to gardens that I could work 
in but not have to do the real heavy work, only do 
what I enjoyed doing" Our Lady Gardener. 

"My husband and I decided to take advantage of 
the current seller's market and sold our property for 
a good profit. Moving to The Hawthorns did not 
require any investment of capital and the month to 
month rental terms gives us flexibility in financial 
terms as well as practical ways. If we should 
decide we want or need to move, we can do so 
without suffering a financial loss" A couple who 
have just recently made the move to the 
Hawthorns. 

If you would like to find out more about the 
Hawthorns, why not drop us a line or call in to see 
us. We can arrange a tour for you and you will be 
able to have lunch with us and sample the delightful 
food that is beautifully served in the dining room. 
We would love to see you, friends and family are 
welcome too. We are convinced that you will be 
really impressed with the Hawthorns and what it 
has to offer you. 



18-19 Elton Road, Clevedon, 
North Somerset, BS21 7EH 
I hr Hau tlumis Tel: (01275) 790060 

http://www.thehawthorns-clevedon.co.uk 



You will never need to worry about anything ever 
again. 

For an 

appointment/tour, 
please call 
01275 790060. 
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Our holy places: a centre of hope and peace 



As part of an occasional series, The Door asked its 
readers to nominate their treasured holy places in the 
Diocese. This month, Revd Hedley Feast, of BBC 
Radio Oxford, nominates the chapel at the John 
Radcliffe hospital in Oxford. Please keep sharing your 
special places with us. Write to The Door, Church 
House, North Hinksey Lane, Oxford, 0X2 ONB. 




MY mind immediately turns to 
the church where I grew up, 
John Bunyan Baptist Church, 
Cowley, Oxford, the many 
formative friendships which 
have meant so much to me 
over the years. I give thanks for 
good friends and deep roots 
which that church and its min- 
ister, Sydney Crowe, helped to 
forge. 

I also think of the Baptist 
churches where I served as 
minister, King’s Sutton, 
Holmer Green and Botley, 
again each church became a 
treasured holy place, praying, 
talking, laughing, weeping, 
sharing, singing and playing, 
and God was there. My treas- 

' People find renewed 
peace and purpose when 
they are understandably 
frightened, staff and 
chaplains come to seek 
and discover the refresh- 
ing love of God when 
they are tired or 
perplexed' 

ured holy place at this time is 
All Saints Chapel at the John 
Radcliffe Hospital, Oxford, 



where I am the Free Church 
Chaplain. 

Situated along the main and 
busy thoroughfare, just past 
the excellent League of 
Friends tea and coffee area! 
Yes, you pass the chapel to 
arrive at almost any place in 
the hospital, but one step aside 
from the bustling corridor is 
the place of peace and quiet 
which brings refreshment and 
hope to so many people. The 
chapel is open day and night 
and, at all hours, patients and 
visitors will sit quietly offering 
their many different thoughts 
and concerns to God. 

There is a book in the 
chapel in which friends are 
invited to write their special 
concerns, anxieties or causes 
for thanksgiving and these are 
read by the chaplains and 
brought before God in devo- 
tions. ‘Please God make my 
mummy better’. ‘Why does 
my son have to suffer in this 
way, it is so hard to bear’. 
Other such comments con- 
vince the chaplains of the need 
to minister in the name of 
Christ to the pains and illness- 
es of the patients and also lis- 
ten to members of staff who 
also share their fears, doubts 



and joys with us. 

The chapel in the John 
Radcliffe Hospital has above 
the altar ‘Cross and Hands’ 
mosaic by Hildegart Nicholas. 
This work reminds us of the 
heart of our faith and also our 
ministry. In this chapel people 
find renewed peace and pur- 
pose when they are under- 
standably frightened, staff 
and chaplains come to seek 
and discover the refreshing 
love of God when they are 
tired or perplexed. 

Services of worship are held 
on Sunday and other days of 



the week, and it is often very 
moving to realise how people 
make a great effort to come to 
worship God because they feel 
a real sense of need which 
nothing else can satisfy. 

The chaplains also meet in 
this chapel to pray together, to 
read, to listen to one another, 
to share needs and news of 
their ministry. 

It does seem most appropri- 
ate that the chapel is part of 
the often noisy hospital 
because surely we can picture 
Jesus healing and praying and 
being with people in solitary 



places and in the main corri- 
dor of life. 

I sit in the chapel and often 
think of the words of Mother 
Teresa, ‘God is everywhere 



and in everything, and we are 
all His children. 

‘When we gather in His 
Name, this gives us strength.’ 



Wanted: ‘Wired* person 

We're looking for someone to help us with 
The Door and other websites in the 
diocese. If you can spare a few hours each 
month, have some web skills or are keen to 
learn some then please contact 
philip.hind@oxford.anglican.org 
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Altar frontal s 
Choir robes 
Clergy attire 
Fabrics etc 
For over 30 years we 
have been making 
bespoke items for 
churches & cathedrals at 
home and abroad 




St. Martin Vestment Ltd. 

LUTTON BANK, SPALDING, LINCS PE12 9LR 

Tel: Holbeach (01406) 362386 



+ 



TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear and Robemakers 

109 COWLEY ROAD OXFORD 0X4 1HU 

TEL ft FAX: (01865) 722022 

Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching 
Gowns • Preaching Scarves • Stoles 
• Hoods • Girdles and Cinctures 
• Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 




And they cast lots for them, 
and the lot fell on Matthias; 
and he was added to the 
eleven apostles. Acts 1:26 

If you’re saying to yourself, 
‘Who?’ you’ll be in good 
company. On May 14th we 
celebrate the feast day of St 
Matthias the Apostle, and in 
describing him thus we have 
said just about all there is to 
know about him. This refer- 
ence in the first chapter of 
Acts, immediately prior to 
the day of Pentecost, is his 
only mention in the Bible. 
Eusebius, in the fourth centu- 
ry, says in his history of the 
apostolic era that Matthias 
was one of the seventy disci- 
ples sent out by Jesus (Luke 
10:1), and that seems reason- 
able. When it was necessary 
to fill the place in the ranks 
of the twelve apostles left 



by David Winter 



THOUGHT FOR 
THE MONTH 



vacant by Judas’s demise, it 
would be natural to turn to 
someone who had followed 
Jesus from earlier years, as 
well as being a witness of the 
risen Lord. Two names were 
suggested and prayed over. 
Then the apostles cast lots, 
following the Old Testament 
practice of the high priest’s 
Urim and Thummim, one 
assumes. When they did, ‘the 
lot fell on Matthias’. 

Casting lots to fill PCC 

Canon David Winter is a former 
Diocesan Director of Evangelism/a 
broadcaster and author of many 
books including Message for the 
Millennium (BRF). 



vacancies, or even, I suppose, 
appoint bishops, would seem 
to us a bizarre and risky prac- 
tice, and it may be, as the 
great preacher Campbell 
Morgan suggested, that the 
eleven acted in haste and pre- 
empted God’s choice of Saul, 
who was far away from the 
ranks of the believers at that 
time. Be that as it may, 
Matthias was elected, and for 
us he can stand for all those 
excellent, consistent, reliable 
and faithful servants of 
Christ who never make a 
headline, not even in the 
parish magazine. He was 
chosen because he could be a 
‘witness’, and so are we. 
Doubtless he fulfilled that 
responsibility admirably, 
without, as we say, ‘setting 
the Thames on fire’. Let’s 
salute him on his day - the 
‘Unknown Apostle’. 




STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and repaired. 
Specialists in reproduction of hand painted and 
decorative glass for windows and doors. 
Ecclesiastical and Residential 




3 Maithouse Lane. Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 Fax: 0118 957 5865 

By appointment only 
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